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The world is the way it is, not the way you imagine it that’s why you 

need to travel, some times in order to find the truth. Traveling is a 

part of adventure, it’s big and some times it’s inspirational. Traveling 

is my life! My passion! There are so many things that we can share 

about traveling; the culture, the food, the love, the people and the 

knowledge, all of them but most important things are that traveling 

makes us grow as a person. Traveling is a new way life, an insight 

that you can count on if you need a guide of wisdom. It’s beyond 

boundaries and now a day, it’s easy to make some places feel so close.  

In this edition we are going to sail away, from the exotic 

landscape and culture in Sumba to the hidden paradise in Moyo Island, 

Sumbawa, Indonesia. If that’s not enough we are going to traveling 

across the sea, with beautiful scenery painted in Caribbean Sea 

and the complete guidance of the place. The Caribbean is in all-year 

around holiday destination and is an ideal place for beach vacation, 

golf vacation, dining vacations, and scuba diving. This gives  you a 

compelling reason to travel and the information you need to book- and 

enjoy-your Caribbean experience and/or any other tourism places. 

Of course, that won’t due without a story from other part of the 

continent. We’ll fly away to north Europe, to an old historical city 

called Lübec. Lots of great things you can learn from this city, not to 

mention the stories behind. Don’t forget to stop by in Ukraine, a lovely 

country that kept its secret to the best. You will feel inspire after 

enjoying the journey. So, what are you waiting for? Set your things up 

and enjoy the stories from us.   

   

Editor In Chief,

Rida

Cover Story
Dutch Caribbean 
architecture on 
the Handelskade , 
Willemstad, Curacao

maSTHEad
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Wahyuni Was born and raised in Jakarta. She 
is very please with something new and a trip is 
usually something that can complete her life. And 
most of the trip she did her own. Doing a trip by 
herself is a requirement that almost inevitable 
because she wanted a complete journey.

About writing, she could use some of the 
media. One of them is through painting that has 
been exhibited since 2004 in Indonesia and in 
French. In cyberspace and print media. One of 
the books have been published is the biography 
of great Indonesian artist who is still legendary, 
Benjamin Suaeb, "stove Mleduk" in 2007. Wahyuni 
loved local and indigenous cultures.

Since 2 years ago she lived in Denmark, so 
now her trip is a European scope. Started  since 
then she wanted to publish more writings, 
especially her trip in Europe. Share about her 
journey, at least what she had seen in some parts 
of the world – far away from her own country.

KaRen T. BaRTleTT is the 
travel editor of Gulfshore Life, a 

luxurious lifestyle magazine and the 
author and photographer of several 

coffee table books. Her travel 
articles and photographs appear in 

many publications throughout North 
America and the Caribbean.

On behalf of her readers, she has 
experienced indigenous spa rituals 

around the world, floated on the 
Dead Sea, photographed land diving 

rituals in a remote island of the 
South Pacific, and driven a reindeer 

sleigh on the tundra of Lapland. 
She has dined on iguana on the 

Caribbean island of Bonaire, and 
tasted live termites in the deepest 

jungles of Venezuela. She once 
was interrogated in South Africa 

for traveling with a Zulu spear. She 
lives in Naples, Florida 

JonaThan Campion is 
a travel writer and translator 

from England. After living in 
Eastern Europe for four years 

he is now based in London, 
and writes about independent 

and luxury travel for several 
magazines. Jonathan plans 

to write a collection of travel 
stories in the next few years and 

find a publisher for them.

evi aRyaTi aRBay was born 
in Jakarta. She has an educational 
background of an accountant dan 
works as a civil servant, but has 
a huge passion for adventure. She 
loves traveling a lot, especially to 
some remote areas in East Indonesia. 
With some of her friends, she found 
a trip operator called Indonesia Trip 
Advisor. Besides visiting many places 
in Indonesia, she also has experiences 
of going to some places in Asia and 
Europe. However, she still thinks 
that Indonesia is the best tourism 
destination compared to other places 
in this world, although she admits 
that there are still some area of 
improvements in Indonesia’s tourism. 
There is one particular dream that she 
still keep in her mind: publishing a book 
about Indonesia.

CONTrIbuTOrS
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The sun hasn’t come out yet the villagers have rushed to the 
beach to look for nyale. They are really hoping that those luck-
generating colorful worms will appear on the surface of the 
sea. Some knights are marching to the battlefield. Dressed in 
ceremonial attire, they seat gloriously on the back of horses. 
They are the knights of Sumba, reaching their glory in Pasola.
Text and photos by: Evi Aryati Arbay 

Sumba:
exotic to
the fulleSt 
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The sun’s still sleeping, but life have sprung 
because this is a very special day for the 

people of Sumba. They have looked forward for 
this day. They are marching to the beach not far 
away from the village to look for nyale hoping 
that they would see the colorful worms on the 
surface of the sea. 

Nyale is green-red-white sea worm. For local 
people, the worms appearances symbolize bless 
and good fortune and bring luck to Sumba people 
this year. When the worms don’t appear, so 
won’t their luck. This ritual of looking for nyale 
is the most important in the whole ceremony 
before Pasola. 

This nyale ritual will be continued with 
Pasola. The people will head to the field where 
Pasola will be held with all family members 
and those knights of Sumba, who will appear in 
Pasola. They have adorned themselves and their 
horses. They wore their ceremonial attire. These 
knights look so glorious, especially the knight on 
nyale horse, the central point horse that starts 
and end this ceremony. When this horse enters 
the field, Pasola begins. When it enters the field 
for the second time, Pasola ends. 

Pasola is held between February and March 
for a day or two in two or three hours. This 
ceremony is watched by all Sumba people, who 
are willing to come from quite distant place for 
this occasion. They will come to this event with 
all their family members dan bring all things we 
usually bring to picnics. That makes all Pasola 
so crowded. Domestic and international tourists 
watch this ceremony on the field when Pasola 
is held. 

However, Pasola is not the only thing in 
Sumba. Other cultures and traditions ini this 
area are also interesting. 

The name Sumba originates from the word 
“humba” or “hubba”, meaning ‘original’. All 
Sumba people sometimes call the island “Tana 
Humba” or “Tanah Asli”. They sometimes refer to 
themselves as “Tau Humba”, “the original people”. 

Christianity, introduced by Dutch missionary, 
is a dominant religion in this area Kristen. But 
the original cultural faith is still strongly held by 
the people. Marapu, local animistic faith, is still 
practiced by 40% of the pople in this island.

 

Waiting for the battle

The knight is 
marching to 
the battle field

15  www.traveladdictmagz.com
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Not only in terms of faith, all cultural 
ceremonies, like birth, wedding, and death, are 
still rooted to the traditions passed by their 
ancestors. You can see people of Sumba still live 
in traditional houses limasan. The main frame of 
the house is supported by four a-metre pillars. 
The space under the house is used to keep their 
chickens, dogs, pigs, horses, and cows. 

Tomb stone is another attractive 
phenomenon in Sumba. Made of real hard 
stone and full of hand-made carvings, it can be 
considered as a form of art.  The carvings on the 
stone depicts all animals sacrificed in the burial 
ceremony of the deceased. Some of the stones 
are very big and presented in various shapes, 
like the shape of chicken, horse, crocodile, and 
humans. Because of financial consideration, 
most of the stones nowadays are made of 
cement.  Usually these tombs are located not 
far from houses. The strong impression that we 

get is that the life after life is apart of life right 
now; the deads and the those who are still alive 
merge harmoniusly. It is very important that you 
be very careful and considerate when visiting 
the people’s houses in Sumba. You’d better 
ask the guides about the do’s and the dont’s in 
every village. You don’t want to deal with angry 
villagers after accidentally stepping or sitting on 
the villagers’ ancestor tomb stone, right?  

Besides a tour to the villages, there are also 
other things that might interest you in Sumba. 
Woven cloth is one of them. Almost in every 
single village in Sumba, you can find a local 
woman weaving in the porch. They are famous as 
terrific weavers. While the female is busy with 
fabrics, the males are working with the cattle for 
daily consumption. Betel leaf and areca nut are 
still widely consumed in this area. Every host in 
these villages usually offers betel leaf and areca 
nut to the guests as a part of hospitality.

Sumba consists of four different districts: 
West Sumba, South-West Sumba, Central 
Sumba, and East Sumba. Most of one million 
people residing in this area is Sumbanese. The 
rest are outsiders, like Javanese and Balinese, 
or people from Rote, Sabu, Bima, Flores, dan 
Makassar, who live in separate villages and 
live as fishermen. Most of Sumbanese work 
in farming and animal husbandry. Trading 
and commercial factors are still dominated 
by Chinese, buat they all live hand-in-hand 
together.
         Sumba has a very exotic nature. The 
scenery from East Sumba to West Sumba is 
very exquisite. You can find many savannahs 
here and there with wild horses wandering 
freely everywhere. White-sand virgin beaches 
can also be found in some spots. This 
God-given bless will certainly engulf you in 
amazement. Sumba is exotic and unique.

Praijing village

Sumba exotic fabric



April/MAY 201118  www.traveladdictmagz.com 19  

marapu Tradition & megalithic
      Menhir can be found in many parts of this 
area. Dolmen, prehistoric monuments in the 
forms flat stone table supported by stone 
pillars, can also easily be found in many villages 
here. 

However, in the last decade, this unique 
tradition of using table-like tombstone begins to 
fade away. In the past, old Sumbanese always 
pick the location of their future tomb. That’s 
why they made a tombstone that they will use 
together with hundreds of people for days. This 
funeral tradition originates from Marapu culture. 
They believe that funeral ceremony will open a 
way for the spirit to Parai Marapu, heaven. How 
someone is buried, the amount of money spent, 
and the cattle sacrificed symbolize social status 
of the deceased. Consequently, a funeral can 
be postponed for years to enable the family to 
collect some amount of money first. The body of 
the deceased is kept under a giant rock, where 
some of his previous deceased members of the 
family are kept. 

The legend of pasola

         In Sumbanese legend, Pasola has a sacred 
meaning, consisting love and broken heart story. 
It’s all started with a story of a beautiful wife 
named Rabu Kaba in Waiwuang Village. He has a 
husband named Umbu Dulla, one of the leaders 
in Waiwuang Village. One day, Umbu Dulla left 
for the sea with two other leaders, but they 
ended up at the south of East Sumba beach to 
pick up some rice. All people waited for the three 
leaders, but they never came home. The people 
thought that they died in the journey so they held 
a ceremony. In the of the ceremony, the beautiful 
widow of the late Umbu Dula, Rabu Kaba fell 
in love with Teda Gaiparona from Kodi Village. 
Both then decided to get married even though 
their families didn’t approve their relationship. 
After some time, the three leaders thought to be 

dead suddenly came back to Waiwuang. Umbu 
Dula looked for his wife, who has been brought 
by Teda Gaiparono. Rabu Kaba, who has fallen in 
love with Teda Gaiparona, didn’t want to come 
back to his husband. Rabu Kaba asked Teda 
Gaiparona to pay back all belis, dowry, to Umbu 
Dulla’s family. This dowry is usually in the form 
of horses, cows, buffaloes, and other valuable 
goods. Teda Gaiparona paid the dowry back and 
married Rabu Kaba. By the end of the wedding 
ceremony, Umbu Dulla’s family asked the people 
of Waiwuang to organize a nyale party, Pasola, 
get over the sadness after losing the beautiful 
widow, Rabu Kaba. That’s the orogin of Pasola.

Pasola now has different meaning, not only 
as battle to heal heartache, but as a traditional 
event of  agility atrracting many domestic and 
international tourists. The spears are not as 
sharp as they used to be. Pasola is a form of 

Prehistoric Tomb Stone

 Ready to fight
Megalith
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dedication and obedience to ancestors. Pasola is 
the core of Marapu as a religion. Pasola unites 
two groups involved in the ceremony and all 
people. It expresses gratitude and happiness 
after harvesting the crop. 

If you want to see Pasola ini Sumba, you 
should come around February or March. 

Transportation and 
accommodation 
        Admitedly, these two factors are still 
quite limited in Sumba because tourism is not 
the main source of income even though many 
tourists visit this area every year. There are 
not many airlines serve this area: only Merpati, 
Batavia, dan Aviastars. Sea transportations are 
not very different: still depends on the weather 
so that the operations are very well-scheduled. 
Land transportation is quite good, but there are 
some spots in the long roads in Sumba have 
to be fixed. Besides that, public transportation 
is still limited. You still have to rent cars to 
enable you to go places easily. Accommodation 
is widely available but you can’t expect five-
star hotel. However some hotels there are 
considered sufficient: clean and safe. 

Do’s & DonT’s :

Do’s:
- Do some research first. You might want to 

know the schedule of Pasola and all about 
transportations. 

- Anti-malaria medicine will useful for you 
because Sumba is the second endemic 
malaria area.

- Consult your guide about customs and  
traditions in allvillages. Make sure you 
don’t violate any rules. 

- Bring enough cash. ATM can only be found 
in some areas. 

Don’Ts :
- Don’t step on tomb stones of Sumba 

people. Beware of these tombs in the 
villages.

- Don’t produce loud noise when you visit 
those villages.

- Don’t give money to all kids in Pasola. 
Instead, you can give the candy. 

Proud to be Pasola fighter

The knight with all the atire0

20  April/MAY 2011
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moyo iSland
the charm of a Small
iSland in north Sumbawa
Exotic paradise perhaps will be the right word to describe the beauty of this 
island, a small island off the north shore of Sumbawa Island, NTB, called 
Moyo Island. In the past, this island was not inhibited. Despite its small 
size, this island is very beautiful. Its beach, sea, and wild nature will fit the 
taste of those who love natural beauty. photos: amanwana 
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There are some ways for you to reach this 
Island. First, you can go by TransNusa Air 

Service flight from Denpasar to Sumbawa 
via Mataram, Lombok. You can also go by car 
from Sumbawa Besar to Ai Bari, a village 20 
km from Sumbawa Besar, and take speedboat 
or ketinting boat for about 15 minutes. If 
you prefer luxurious travel, you can rent an 
amphibious aircraft from Travira Air. This mode 
of transportation travels five times a week from 
International Airport Ngurah Rai. Although the 
fare is quite expensive (US$ 400) for one flight 
only, you will be satisfied with the route because 
you can enjoy amazing landscape of Lombok 
Island and Mount Rinjani. 

Moyo island is located 648m above the 
sea level. It covers an area of 349 km square. 
It has 6,000 population. With its pure natural 
landscape, this island is home of hundreds of 
butterflies, 21 various of bats, birds, macaque, 
wild hog, deer, and snakes. Besides that, this 
island also offers pure virgin beauty. Considering 
its natural condition, it’s not recommended to 
get to this island without any guidance because 
you might get lost.    

When visiting this island, you can try 
many activities: hiking, walking down river 
or waterfalls, or visiting some caves. One of 
the most famous cave is Ai Manis, a cave that 
becomes home of hundreds of various bats. You 
can reach the place by doing a little climbing. 
You can also try trekking for two hours starting 
from Labuan Haji to the Brang Rea waterfalls in 
the middle of the island.  

Moyo island is also heaven for those who 
love birds. From 124 bird species in Sumbawa, 
86 of them live in this island. Some rare species 
can also be found here, like cockatoo. This bird 
is unique because they rely on some trees or 
branches to produce heat during incubation 
time. 

You who love natural beauty have to try 
diving to enjoy the beauty of the coral reefs, 
sponge, and crustacea. Sharks and other kinds 
of sea creatures can also be found around the 
island.

Not many people had the experience of 
visiting this island due to its remote and hard-
to-reach location.  

Clown Anemonefish 

Ketinting Boat
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amanWana
One of the best things you can enjoy when 
visiting this island is world-class resort there: 
Amanwana. Located in the west part of the 
island, this resort is the best accommodation 
you can find here.  You can sleep in tents instead 
of houses, arranged in a very luxurious and 
private concept.  They have 20 tents scattered 
in the woods and beach so that you can enjoy 
the beauty of the place. These semi-permanent 
tents are built like that because this whole island 
is actually a place to breed Sumbawa deer, an 
endangered species. In every room, you can find 
antique furniture and five-star hotel facilities, 
but no television. Advanced technology can be 
accessed only in business centre not far from the 
lobby and restaurant. Internet can be connected 
to your room. This arrangement is made to enable 
all guests in Amanwana to enjoy 100 percent 
holiday and rest, without any disturbance from 
bosses and secretaries. (Antonius)

26  April/MAY 2011 27  www.traveladdictmagz.com
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Amanwana Bar Jungle Cove Spa 
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caribbean

the iSleS of Peace
and tranquility
The Caribbean is a tropical paradise. Bright blue skies, calm, cool turquoise 
waters, soft sandy beaches, lush forests filled with all manner of fruits, 
vegetables and exotic birds and the gentle trade winds combine to make 
it the perfect place to relax. Life in the Caribbean is lived at a slower pace. 
The hustle and bustle of the big metropolitan areas gives way to a more 
relaxed measured lifestyle. Holiday makers love the music and the mindset 
of the people of the Caribbean. The hypnotic reggae beat and the lively 
sounds of calypso played on steel drums transports you to another world. 
The Caribbean is also known for some of the world’s most luxurious hotels.
Text by Reza, photos by Dreamstimes

Taking a luxury Caribbean holiday is the goal of 
many people trapped in the frantic pace of the 

big cities. A trip to the islands offers an opportunity 
to get in touch with one’s inner self. You can lay 
on a hammock in the shade and meditate on the 
placid beach with its gentle waves slowly moving 
towards the shore. You can take a plunge into the 
cooling waters of Negril in Jamaica or Maracas Bay 
in Trinidad and all your troubles seem to melt away. 
The Caribbean offers a chance to see old British 
and French forts, Spanish-style buildings and hear 
Portuguese and Dutch blended with English in a 
way that sounds like music to your ears.

One way to enjoy the Caribbean experience 
is to ensconce yourself in one of the many luxury 
hotels the region has to offer. You can get a hotel 
overlooking a placid beach in Nevis with rooms 
that feature plantation style wooden jalousie 

louvers, large feather beds, ceiling fans, garden 
tubs and hand made wooden furniture. Throw open 
the windows and the sweet smell of ripe fruit, 
fragrant flowers and fresh clean air flows in. The 
luxury hotels Barbados are considered the best in 
the Caribbean. They provide excellent amenities, 
luxurious appointments and superior service. 
Quality is the watch word in Barbados hotels. 
Everything has to be just right. Perfect sheets 
fitting properly on large comfortable feather beds. 
Spotlessly clean bathrooms with marble vanities, 
well-lit mirrors, high quality angel-wing soft 
towels and bathrobes and highly polished period 
furniture with cushions that wrap you in comfort 
are just the beginning. World class food served 
with style and class and impeccable service makes 
staying at hotels in Barbados an unforgettable 
experience. 
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VOyaGES
Tropical weather, stunning scenery, cultural and 

historical variety, colorful people and places all 
combine to make Caribbean special to interliners. 
It’s not a question of going. It’s just a question of 
when and where.  Anytime is the right time to head 
to the Caribbean. You can escape the winter cold 
or take advantage of price breaks in the summer. 
Just go.

Where to go is a tougher question. It all 
depends on what you want to see and do while 
there. Rather than choosing one or two islands, 
some interliners opt to take a cruise (see below), 
visiting several islands and making plans to return 
to those they like. There’s an island for everyone 
and the following island overviews can help you 
find your perfect paradise in the Caribbean. But 
first, a little history, culture, and geography provide 
you an introduction. 

hiSToRy
The Arawak-speaking Indians who first inhabited 
came from South America. Traces of their 
existence can be found on Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
Hispaniola (Haiti and the Dominican Republic), 
Jamaica, and as far north as the Bahamas.

Christopher Columbus “discovered” the 
Caribbean region in 1492 and changed the face of 
the islands forever. The indigenous Indians were 
virtually eliminated, beginning centuries of European 
influence throughout the Caribbean that still exists. 
Britain, Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
and Sweden followed by Spain establishing 
European outposts in the West Indies. The riches 
in Caribbean caused many conflicts, with islands 
changing hands often. This accounts for much of the 
cultural diversity throughout the islands.

The Napoleonic wars and subsequent treaties 
set many of the political and social connections that 
exist today. Slavery slowly came to an end in the 
Caribbean and each of the islands began to depend 
more on tourism for economic growth. The U.S. 
has slowly developed interests in the Caribbean. 
In 1917, Puerto Rico’s people became American 
citizens and the U.S. purchased the Danish Virgin 
Islands, forming the U.S. Virgin Islands. Of course, 
an ever-increasing number of U.S. vacationers to 
everywhere in the Caribbean continues to influence 
the experiences and the people.

The modern Caribbean features a multitude of 
colonies, republics, states, and independent nations. 
The unique history has led to a picture perfect 
present.

CaRiBBean CulTuRe
The Caribbean is a cultural cornucopia. The varied 
European, African, American, and other influences 
are apparent throughout the islands. It’s like a 
worldly microcosm for interliners. The people of 
the Caribbean have rich cultural heritage. The 
history, the food, the music, and art are as varied 
as the islands. English, Spanish, French, Dutch, 
and African influences are present throughout the 
islands.

Chelle Koster Walton, in her excellent book 
Caribbean Ways: A Cultural Guide, says, “A new 
nationalistic pride continues to grow thoughout 
the islands, much to the pleasure of the traveler 
who has left the beach. Once restricted folkways 
surface in indigenous cuisine, arts, literature, 
religion, and festivals. The Caribbeans today wear 
proudly the madras of their plaid heritage.” This 
melting pot menagerie is an interliner’s dream. 

GeoGRaphy
Caribbean Sea spans about one million square 
miles and packs millions of vacation opportunities 
into a small space. It is framed by the Greater 
Antilles on the north (Cuba, Jamaica, Hispaniola, 
and Puerto Rico), the numerous Lesser Antilles 
on the east, the South American coastlines of 
Venezuela, Columbia, and several smaller countries 
in the south, and Central America and Mexico’s 
Yucatan on the west (we include the Bahamas in 
this roundup because they are inevitably linked 
with the Caribbean). This geographic diversity 
means many possibilities for the travelling 
interliner. There are many beautiful beach, stunning 
resorts, bustling cities, nature preserves, lush 
mountains, and so much more. Here’s an overview:
anguilla--Part of the British Leewards, this 
small, flat, and relatively quiet island rhymes with 
“vanilla.” Famous for its beautiful beach, like Road 
Bay and Shoal Bay, as well as a popular Carnival in 
early-August.

antigua/Barbuda--The largest of the British 
Leewards, busy Antigua has beautiful beach and 
resorts. It’s capital, St. John’s, features a colorful 
market and many cultural possibilities. Antigua’s 
location also makes it a great base for exploring 
much of the Caribbean. Quiet Barbuda is just 26 
miles north and great for a daytrip or a seriously 
secluded vacation.

aruba-- Aruba is an independent country with 
close ties to the Kingdom of the Netherlands. It is 

caribbean:
anywhere you chooSe,
you can’t loSe
Often called the world’s eighth continent, Caribbean islands and 
its surrounding sea offer an unsurpassed opportunity to sample 
variety of cultures, people, and experiences. “The Caribbean is ideal 
for interliners,” says Michael Youngman, director of marketing for 
the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) and former directory 
of international marketing for American Airlines. “The variety 
of destinations gives you many option to find anything you want 
somewhere in Caribbean.” Text by vembry, photos by Dreamstimes
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Costa Rica--The “Rich Coast” is rich with Caribbean 
beach resorts and watersports pursuits, as well as 
inland mountains, rivers, and rainforests that are 
world-famous. The capital city of San Jose is also 
popular with many interliners.

Curacao-- The blend of European flair and tropical 
lifestyle makes this beautiful island a unique place to 
visit. Any of the locals speak three to four languages 
easily: Dutch, English, Spanish and Papiamentu. 
The capital and center of culture is the port of 
Willemstad, which is divided in two different sections 
Punda and Otrobanda. The architecture is proudly 
Dutch with colorful houses that have been restored 
many times since originally built in the 1600s. 

Cozumel, mexico--Located close to the eastern tip 
of the Yucatan Peninsula, across the Mayan Riviera 
just a short ferry ride away from Playa del Carmen. 
It is definitely a Caribbean Island and the most 
important of the Mexican Caribbean. This area on 
the south of the island is protected and features 
the Colombia Lagoon acting as shelter to many 
endangered animals such as marine turtles.

Dominican Republic—being the eastern two-thirds 
of Hispaniola, the Dominican Republic is the second 
largest country in Caribbean. The island is relatively 
inexpensive and offers great opportunities for urban, 
beach, and mountain experiences. Talking about 
Windsurfing in Dominican Republic, Cabarete beach 
is the first name that comes in mind. Cabarete is 
on the world windsurfing map since the 1980’s. 

Cabarete is located near Puerto Plata Dominican 
Republic. The Eastern Trade Winds blow right to left 
across the Bay. 

Grenada--Known as the “spice island,” Grenada is 
the most southern point in the British Windwards. 
Grenada is lush, with its beautiful beach, 
mountains, Grand Etang National Park, and quaint 
accommodations. The capital, St. George’s, is among 
the prettiest ports in Caribbean.

Jamaica--This is the place for some great 
vacations, mon! Jamaica features famous resort 
areas like Montego Bay, Negril, and Ocho Rios. 
Away from the tourists, the island’s mountainous 
landscape, unique culture, reggae music, and fun 
food could be a jammin’ place to visit. The sights and 
attractions are concentrated in the major cities of 
Kingston, the capital, Montego Bay and Ocho Rios. 
Last but not least the lush vegetation is the first 
thing that attracts you. Biking or hiking around the 
Blue Mountains is an incredible experience. There 
are many sights to visit here like Devon House 
Heritage, The National Gallery of Art in Kingston, 
Bob Marley Museum and Lime Cay as the important 
beach in this area.

martinique--The largest and most sophisticated 
island of the French West Indies, Martinique has 
a definite French flavor. Highlights for interliners 
include the city of Fort-de-France, some of the best 
restaurants in the Caribbean, and Carnival time 
just before Lent.

part of the Dutch “ABC” islands (with Bonaire and 
Curacao), Aruba is small and famous for its stretch 
of large resorts and casinos along seven miles of 
beautiful beach on the north shore. Windsurfing 
and other watersports are very popular. Most of 
Aruba beaches are located on the west side of the 
island where waters are calm and protected from 
the winds and extreme surfs. Some of the beaches 
are: Baby Beach, Eagle Beach, Hadicuri Beach, 
Manchebo Beach, Palm Beach, Arashi Beach, Boca 
Catalina Beach and Rodgers Beach.  

Bahamas-- The country of Bahamas is an 
archipelago of 700 islands and keys located east of 
Florida, USA and stretching southeast to the north 
of the island of Hispaniola. Andros Bahamas is the 
largest island of the Bahamas. At the same time 
is the least densely populated of all the Bahamas; 
locals call the island the “Big Yard”. Though not 
technically part of Caribbean, Bahamas are 
certainly thought of as Caribbean destination. From 
bustling Nassau and Freeport to the various quieter 
Out Islands like Bimini, the Abacos, and many 
others, Bahamas has every thing for an island 
vacation. Their closeness to U.S. makes them 
flexible for adventurers.

Barbados-- Caribbean’s eastern most islands 
is now independent, but its culture mostly 
influenced by the British. The island is known for 
the beach, pretty greathouses, a wide variety 
of accommodations, and friendliest people in 

Caribbean. It serves a great introduction to the 
best that Caribbean has offers. Barbados Beaches 
are full of Romantic Getaways that are a lover’s 
paradise. With all its natural beauty, it is no 
surprise why so many people chose it for Island 
Honeymoons. Barbados beaches are for those of 
you that are dreaming of a quiet vacation under a 
warm sun and a constant breeze. 

Belize—The main attraction of this Caribbean 
coastline is a scuba diving paradise. The capital of 
Belize City and many inland eco-adventures also 
await. 

British virgin islands--The BVI offers a wide 
variety of islands and great sailing. Though its 
tourism is expanding, these islands are still among 
the quietest in Caribbean. Tortola is the main island, 
featuring Mount Sage (primeval rain forest and great 
views). Pretty Virgin Gorda features legendary Little 
Dix Bay Hotel and many other quaint properties. Even 
more secluded possibilities include: Anegada, Guana 
Island, Jost Van Dyke, Marina Cay, Mosquito Island, 
and Peter Island.

Bonaire island -Bonaire Island is part of the Dutch 
Antilles. Located off the northern coast of Venezuela 
in the southern Caribbean Sea and near Aruba and 
Curacao. To get there, you can take flights from 
Aruba and Curacao as well as certain flights from 
Venezuela. No ferry services between the islands on a 
schedule basis. For those who search luxurious place 
to stay, try to find Harbour Village Beach Club. 



mexican Caribbean--Thanks to Caribbean resort 
destinations like Cancun and the island of Cozumel, 
Mexico is a popular Caribbean hotspot. Big beach 
resorts along Cancun’s famous beach, diving on 
Cozumel, and inland Mayan ruins make the Mexican 
Caribbean bueno for interliners.

puerto Rico--Under the jurisdiction of the U.S., 
this island is a world apart. Puerto Rico serves 
a perfect introduction to Caribbean. It’s easy 
to reach and easy to explore. Highlights include 
beautiful resorts, small country inns, lush 
mountains, the El Junque rain forest, lots of 
culture and history, quaint Old San Juan, and the 
small islands of Culebra, Mona, and Vieques. In 
Puerto Rico you may see this event every single 
evening in two places; La Paguera and Mosquito 
Bay. For your luxurious Puerto Rico resort enjoy 
breathtaking panoramic ocean views at The Grand 
Hotel including the villages of Las Brisas and La 
Vista.

St. Kitts/nevis--St. Kitts and Nevis are divided by 
a two-mile strait in the British Leewards. St. Kitts 
is less-touristed than Antigua and offers many 
interesting experiences, like scenic Brimstone Hill, 
Mount Liamuiga, the Sugar Factory (and many 
cane fields), and the Carib Beer Plant. Nearby 
Nevis is even less-touristed, with steep terrain and 
beautiful scenery (Pinney’s Beach is one of the 
prettiest in the Caribbean).

St. lucia--The second largest of the Windward 
Islands, this British oasis offers everything to the 
interliner: lush beauty, lots of wide sandy beaches, 
mountainous regions, banana plantations, quaint 
villages, and smiling people. There are two major 

airports in this island, the northern George Charles 
(Vigie) Airport and the Hewanorra International 
Airport in the south. You may arrive from the other 
islands, like Martinique Island by ferry. This is 
a very common way of transportation in all the 
Caribbean islands. Many cruise lines offer stops 
here in their Southern Caribbean itineraries starts 
in Old San Juan, New York or Florida. Getting 
around in St Lucia is easy. You can go by Taxi, 
Buses or Car Rental. As for the last that might be 
a favorite way to visit the islands because you can 
fully enjoy the charm of the island. 

St Barth -- St Barth Beaches are exotic, secluded 
and are ideal for people looking for quiet 
vacations, elegance and great service. St Barth 
or St Barthelemy is part of the French Caribbean 
Islands. They are an integral part of the French 
Republic and locally governed from Guadeloupe 
Island. Here you have the feeling of France all 
around you, the food, the boutiques, the perfumes 
and the people

St. vincent The Grenadines-- Look at the country 
of St Vincent and the Grenadines from space and 
you’ll see the big island as a kite floating in the sky 
and the little sisters the Grenadine Islands, Bequia 
Island, Mustique Island, Mayreau, Canouan Island, 
Palm Island, Union Island, Petit St Vincent and 
the Tobago. The islands are of volcanic origin and 
the vegetation is thick and lush forests cover the 
islands. It hosts a spectacular flora and fauna and 
unspoiled landscapes surrounded by awe inspiring 
turquoise waters. 

St. martin/Saint maarten--Part of the Dutch 
Windwards in the Leewards and French West 
Indies, this half-French and half-Dutch island 
gives you more bang for your buck (and gilder or 
franc). The Dutch side has major tourist facilities 
and casinos, while the French side features posh 
resorts and excellent restaurants.

Trinidad and Tobago--Trinidad, the big island 
is a melting pot of many cultures and heritages. 
The capital city of Port of Spain is surrounded by 
verdant hills and is an important cosmopolitan hub 
where skyscrapers abound next to colorful bazaars 
and Cathedrals next to Mosques. The sister island 
of Tobago, is authentic and picturesque, bordered 
by stunning exotic beaches. Located about 20 miles 
from Trinidad it can be reached by Fast Ferry in 
close to two hours. This two-island nation offers 
much Caribbean culture in a small area. Trinidad is 
famous for its carnival and the beat of its calypso 
music. Tobago is a tiny island that famous to many 
tourists for its beach and resorts.

Turks & Caicos--This island chain boasts more 
than 230 miles of white powdery beach, with 
world-renowned scuba diving and a wide variety 
of resorts. There are eight principal islands for 
interliners to explore. 

u.S. virgin islands--This American paradise packs 
all of the best of the Caribbean into three islands. 
Bustling St. Thomas offers excellent shopping, 
many beautiful beaches, and several new upscale 
resorts. Near by St. John is quieter, with stunning 
National Park covering more than half of the island. 
St. Croix is 40 miles to the south and is the largest 
and most diverse of the three. 

CaRiBBean CRuiSeS
Rather than visiting just one or two spots in the 
Caribbean, many interliners look for a cruise that 
stops in many different ports. A cruise is a great 
way to see many destinations in a short time, with 
a wide array of islands, cultures, and activities 
awaiting cruisers at each port of call.

“The Caribbean is by far the most popular 
cruise destination,” says James G. Godsman, 
president of Cruise Lines International Association 
(CLIA). “The islands are so diverse and interliners 
find that a cruise offers an opportunity to 
experience many cultures in a fairly shot period 
of time. By sampling a combination of islands on 
a cruise, interliners can get an idea of where they 
might want to return for a longer stay.” Cruises 
depart out from popular ports like Miami, Fort 
Lauderdale, Port Everglades, Tampa, New Orleans, 
Houston, and San Juan, as well as smaller ports 
throughout the continental U.S. and Caribbean. 
Once at sea, on-board activities (and many meals) 
keep interliners happy until they wake up in a new 
port virtually every day. One of the beauties about 
cruising at the Caribbean is that interliners can 
see many islands in a brief period of time and then 
return to favorite spots by air for a longer stay. 

A wide variety of cruise lines and ship call 
the Caribbean home. Some of the most popular 
choices include: Crystal Cruises; Carnival Cruise 
Lines; Celebrity Cruises; Costa Cruise Line; Cunard; 
Disney Cruise Line; Holland America Line; Princess 
Cruises; Radisson Seven Seas Cruises; Regal 
Cruises; Royal Caribbean; Seabourn; Silversea 
Cruises; Star Clippers and still many more. 
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nine SenSuouS
caribbean iSlandS 
for StarS and loverS
Where do kings and sultans, movie and music stars go to escape the 
eyes of the world? Where can lovers rendezvous in absolute seclusion 
on sugary sand beaches framed by turquoise waters? Where is that 
magical tropical isle of warm days and cool nights, draped in orchids 
and bougainvillea, with a hint of jasmine in the air?  
Text and photos by: Karen T. Bartlett
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Here are some of my favorite Caribbean isles, 
where the charm of past centuries still 

exists, and fantasy hideaways offer privacy and 
pampering worthy of movie stars and kings.  

CuRaÇao
The marriage of Dutch and West Indian cultures 
makes Curaçao the most colorful island in 
the Caribbean. From the aristocratic 18th 
century townhouses along the waterfront in 
Willemstad, to the sunset-hued plantations in 
the countryside, the island is rich in history and 
charm. Some of the best-known artists and 
sculptors work and have galleries on Curaçao, 
and history buffs are drawn to the island’s 
world-class museums. There are tranquil 
swimming beaches, and beaches where huge 
waves crash like thunder against limestone 
cliffs. At the floating vegetable market, vendors 
from Venezuela (just 25 miles to the south) sell 
fish, flowers and vegetables from their ancient 
wooden boats. 

Epicureans can experience a variety of 
cuisines, including authentic Indonesian 

rijsttafel (rice table) and island delicacies like 
curried goat and Keshi Yena (a stuffed Gouda 
cheese). Divers come to Curaçao for its beautiful 
reefs and diving wrecks, while adventure 
seekers join guided full and half-day trips into 
the outback.

Where to Stay
Tucked among the narrow cobblestoned lanes 
of Otrobanda in Willemstad is Kura Hulanda, a 
sophisticated boutique hotel which re-creates 
an authentic 18th century Curaçaoan village. 
Sports heroes, presidents and superstars come 
for the discreet service, elegant appointments 
and excellent dining, and well-guarded privacy. 
The crème de la crème of Kura Hulanda 
accommodations is the Indian Bridal Suite, 
which features a draped four-poster king bed 
and a hammered sterling silver headboard. The 
suite overlooks the fountain and sculptures 
of the Indian Marble Garden, acquired from 
the estate of a maharaja. Celebrity sightings 
have included Lauren Hutton, and baseball star 
Andruw Jones. www.kurahulanda.com.

Dina Veeris, curandera (healer) of Curacao Caribbean Lobster

Historic Landhuis, Curacao
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BahamaS
The bluest waters and whitest sands in the 
world are surely found in the Bahamas, 100,000 
square miles and more than 700 tropical islands. 
The capital city of Nassau has a British colonial 
ambience, with its Parliament House and stately 
mansions. It is famous for its straw market, 
horse-drawn carriages, fine boutiques and 
perfumeries. 

Beyond the shores of Nassau and its glitzy 
neighbor, Paradise Island, lie fantasy islands 
to satisfy the most romantic dreams. These 
islands--Grand Bahama, the Abacos, Bimini, 
Eleuthera, the Exumas--are legendary for 
diving, sport fishing, yachting and honeymoons. 
Travelers can choose from a variety of getaways 
from colorful Bahamian style cottages to 
glamorous five star hotels. 

The real jewels of the Bahamas are tiny 
privately owned islands that accommodate 
the privileged few who discover them. The 

amenities are impeccable, from the finest 
linens and original art, and the service is oh, 
so discreet. Among the perks are services like 
personal butlers and personal chefs, beach 
and watercraft at guests’ disposal, and even 
places to land their helicopters or moor their 
yachts. These intimate resorts serve the rich 
and famous, and often the owners are rich and 
famous themselves. 

Where to Stay
World renowned magician David Copperfield 
is your host at Musha Cay and the Islands of 
Copperfield Bay: 700 acres with 40 sugar-sand 
beaches, but only five residences. Country music 
stars Tim McGraw and Faith Hill chose the grand 
mountaintop estate called Highview. I’d opt for 
the romantic, open air Beach House. Arrival is 
by pre-arranged charter flight or boat. Magic? 
Definitely. www.mushacay.com.

TuRKS anD CaiCoS
Barely more than a century ago, this pristine 
archipelago of 40 islands was the secret 
lair of notorious pirates and their buried 
treasures. Even today, only 11 of these 
islands are inhabited. In fact, the Turks and 
Caicos are home to more hummingbirds and 
tropical fish than people. One island is home 
to a rare flock of pink flamingos, attracted 
by the natural salt ponds. Another is the 
winter home of migrating whales and their 
new babies, within wading distance of shore. 
Another is inhabited by giant prehistoric Rock 
Iguanas, found nowhere else on earth.  
Most of the islands are surrounded by a 
protective tropical reef which shelters perfect 
beaches and sandbars that appear and disappear 
with the tide. 
International airlines serve only the shopping 
and tourist islands of Providenciales and Grand 
Turk, and only Grand Turk has a cruise terminal. 
Cruise visitors spend the day visiting the historic 
town of Grand Turk. Almost everyone else 
comes for the sportfishing and the romance. 

Where to Stay
Simple elegance, tasteful island décor and 
discreet service make Parrot Cay a favorite 
escape for the rich and famous. Ben Affleck and 
Jennifer Garner got married here. Bruce Willis 
owns a Parrot Cay villa, and superstar guests 
spotted here include Raquel Welch, Barbara 
Streisand and Eva Longorio. The Asian-themed 
Shambala spa offers traditional Ayurvedic 
therapies. Boat captains and fishing guides are 
on call for island hopping, bonefishing, sailing 
and romantic beach picnic drop-offs. www.
parrotcay.com. Musha Dock Dinner

Infinity Pool at Parrot Cay

Lounging Courtesy of Parrot Cay
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ST. luCia
This volcanic rainforest island with a French Creole 
accent is actually a British island. St. Lucia is wild, 
lush and sexy, with a penchant for calypso, salsa 
and excellent jazz. This eastern Caribbean island 
has quaint towns and villages to explore, military 
ruins, and remnants of Colonial banana, cacao 
and coconut plantations. For nature-lovers, there 
are waterfalls, mountain biking trails, mineral 
springs, beaches and bays. Most spectacular of all, 
presiding 3,000 feet above the ocean, are the twin 
jagged peaks of the Piton mountains. 

Where to Stay: 
St. Lucia has many lovely resorts and hotels, from 
all-inclusives to small guesthouses. But for those 
in search of peace, pampering and tranquility slip 
into luxury at a former cocoa plantation called 
Ladera. This place is romantic beyond dreams, and 
so private that each suite has only three walls. The 
fourth is totally open to the magnificent sounds 
of the rainforest and breathtaking views of the 
Pitons. There’s a full-service spa, and a concierge 
to arrange everything from a round of golf or a 
horseback ride on the beach to shopping and market 
tours, sunset sails and rainforest hiking. www.
ladera.com.

anGuilla
The constant trade winds that blow across 
Anguilla make it a sailors dream and a kite-
surfers fantasy island. Floating just a few 
minutes north of French St. Martin in the 
Northern Caribbean, this polished little island 
in the British West Indies is known for its fine 
shopping and dining, and Greg Norman’s world 
class Temenos championship golf course. Even 
the quaint villages and the annual Carnival 
celebrations have an upscale, movie-set 
ambience. The island is often named among the 
best beaches in the world. Anguilla is reached by 
air or ferry from St. Martin.

Where to Stay: 
With its Moorish-style domes and parapets, the 
palace-like Cap Juluca resort on Maunday’s Bay 
is a favorite hideaway for honeymooners and 
superstars from around the world. Celebrity 
sightings have included Jennifer Lopez and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. Each palatial suite 
comes with a decadent marble bath and 
archways to frame the incredible views of 
Anguilla from every angle. Guests can take 
advantage of spa indulgences, sunset cruises, 
island day trips, water sports and excursions to 
St. Martin. For those who choose not to leave 
their beach chaises, attendants are standing by 
to offer homemade sorbets and a chilled towel 
to cool the brow. www.capjuluca.com

Ladera Resort Hilltop Dream Suite

Ladera Resort, sunset dining

Ladera Resort, PETIT PITON SUITE St. Lucia

Moorish Architecture of Cap Juluca

Courtesy of Cap Juluca
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nekker island,
Bvi (British virgin 
island)
When you are a guest on Nekker 
Island, you are the personal guest 
of Sir Richard Branson, founder of 
the Virgin Group of more than 400 
companies. Sir Richard bought the 
74-acre island in the British Virgins 
as his own personal hideaway. 
Now he shares the fantasy with 
no more than 28 guests as a 
time. Most guests book the entire island for their 
private use, although some weeks are available for 
individual bookings. 

What to do on Nekker Island? Visit the 
flamingoes in their salt pond. Read in a hammock, 
play tennis, go sailing or windsurfing. Take a ride 
in the Nekker Nymph, your own personal James 
Bond-style underwater aircraft. Get married. 
Google founder Larry Page, and TV host Jimmy 
Fallon married their brides on Nekker. Other 
luminaries have included Mel Gibson, Oprah 
Winfrey and Steven Spielberg. www.neckerisland.
virgin.com

meXiCan RivieRa
For a glittery, tequila-laced vacation of beach 
parties and nightlife on the Mexican Caribbean, 
mere mortals go to Cancun. The gods go to 
Maroma, an Orient-Express hideaway about 20 
miles south of the city. While it’s not an island, 
it is set in a million acres of virgin jungle, along 
the pristine sands of reef-protected Maroma 
Bay. The scent of wild ginger, the call of wild 
parrots and the silent dance of the blue morpho 
butterfly lead to a breathtaking enclave of white 
stucco, palapa-roofed Moorish cottages. Sensuous 
appointments include handcrafted furnishings, 
fine indigenous fabrics and original art. Dining is 
a dream by torchlight at beachside or in one of 
four restaurants, including a tequila and ceviche 
bar. There’s a fine wine cellar, a Mayan-influenced 
healing center and sacred pyramid, and every 
water sport conceivable. If you must leave this 

perfect enclave, there are guided trips to Mayan 
ruins, virgin jungle treks and other eco-tours. 
Service is impeccable. Celebrity sightings include 
Tony Blair and Sharon Stone. www.maromahotel.
com. 

Golden eye, Jamaica
Bond, James Bond. The creator of the most 
exciting and romantic spy of all time owned a 
clifftop hideaway overlooking the Caribbean sea. 
Here, Ian Fleming wrote all 13 James Bond novels. 
Now, the main house and guest compound on the 
northern coast of Jamaica are available private 
bookings. The Fleming Villa comes with a personal 
chef, butler, gardener and housekeeping staff. Also, 
a swimming pool, media room and bar, a sunken 
garden, and direct access to the private Fleming 
Beach below. The villa is now owned by Island 
Records founder Chris Blackwell, who introduced 
Bob Marley to the world. His Island Outpost 
properties are renowned hoteliers to the rich and 
famous. www.goldeneye.com. 

Cayo espanto, Belize
Sensuous, sophisticated, secluded. Some say 
Cayo Espanto, 35 miles off the coast of Belize, is 
the most perfect private island in the Caribbean. 
Luxuriate on the second largest reef in the world. 
Your romantic beach cabana (with private pool 
and personal houseman) is one of only five on the 
island. Dive on legendary Ambergris Cay, fly fish, 
snorkel, sail. Swim with dolphins and manatees. 
Sleep on Egyptian cotton linens. Indulge in 
world-class cuisine and spa services. Gaze at the 

Caribbean sky. Management is so confident in this 
island’s perfection that they guarantee you’ll see a 
shooting star, or they’ll send up a bottle of Champagne.

There’s more in the outside world, of course, if you 
really care. You can take a guided day trip into the Mayan 
jungle, a bird watching tour, or golf on a nearby island. If 
money is no object, go for the “Travel Like a Millionaire” 
package. It includes a five night stay with private Jet-
Ranger helicopter transfer, meals, champagne and spa 
treatments, a day at sea, a private island picnic for two, 
and more, for about $13,000 per couple. 

Cayo Espanto has five beachfront villas and 
my favorite, Casa Ventanas--an incredibly romantic 
overwater bungalow with a glass floor to watch the 
tropical fish swim by. www.aprivateisland.com.  

Tarpon fishing is great at Cayo Espanto

the beSt deStinationS for SeriouS ShoPPerS

aruba: Much of the European china, jewelry, perfumes, 
and watches have a disconcerting habit of reappearing 
in every shopping mall and hotel boutique on the island, 
so after you determine exactly which brand of watch or 
china you want, you can comparison-shop.

Barbados: Bridgetown's Broad Street is the shopping 
headquarters of the island, although some of the stores 
here maintain boutiques (with similar prices but a less 
extensive range of merchandise) at many of the island's 
hotels and in malls along the congested southwestern 
coast. 

The Cayman islands: Goods are sold tax-
free from a daunting collection of malls and minimal 
throughout Grand Cayman. Most of these are along the 
highway that parallels Seven Mile Beach; you'll need a 
car to shop around. 

Curaçao: During seasonal sales, goods might be up to 
50% less than comparable prices in the United States; 
most of the year, you'll find luxury items (porcelain, 
crystal, watches, and gemstones) priced at about 25% 
less than in the U.S. 

The Dominican Republic: The Island’s best buys 
include handicrafts, amber from Dominican mines, and 
the distinctive pale-blue semiprecious gemstone known 
as larimar. The amber sold by street vendors may be 
nothing more than orange-colored, transparent plastic; 
buy only from well-established shops if your investment 
is a large one. 

Jamaica: Jamaica offers a wealth of desirable goods, 
including flavored rums, Jamaican coffees, handicrafts 
(such as woodcarvings, woven baskets, and sandals), 
original paintings and sculpture, and cameras, watches, 
and DVD players. 

puerto Rico: You can find lots of jewelry and watches 
in the island's best-stocked area, Old San Juan. Also of 
interest are such Puerto Rican handicrafts as charming 
folkloric papier-mâché carnival masks and Santos, 
carved wooden figures depicting saints.

St. maarten/St. martin: Philipsburg, capital of the 
island's Dutch side, is the best place to shop. French St. 
Martin is becoming a more popular shopping destination, 
especially for goods such as fashion or perfumes 
imported from France.

St. Croix: This Island’s merchandise has never been 
more wide-ranging than it is today. Even though most 
cruise ships call at Frederiksted, with its urban mall, one 
of favorite shops are in Christiansted, which has many 
one-of-a-kind boutiques and a lot of special finds. Prices 
are about the same as on St. Thomas.

St. Thomas: Charlotte Amalie, the capital, is a 
shopper's town, with a staggering number of stores 
stocked with more merchandise than anywhere else in 
the entire Caribbean. However, despite all the fanfare, 
real bargains are hard to come by. Look for two local 
publications, This Week and Best Buys; either might 
steer you to the type of merchandise you're seeking. If 
at all possible, try to avoid shopping when more than 
one cruise ship is in port -- the shopping district is a 
madhouse on those days.

note: 
* This information was accurate when it was published, but can 
change without notice. Please be sure to confirm all rates and 
details directly with the companies in question before planning 
your trip.
* Make sure, however, that your travel company is really on the 
ball - and if you aren’t sure shop around until you are certain 
what you are going to get for your money.

45  www.traveladdictmagz.com

goldeneye swimming pool



addict to leisure

VOyaGES

April/MAY 201146  47  www.traveladdictmagz.com

The Pokrovsky Monastery in Lukyanivska

Ukraine is the largest wholly European country, 
but it is also one of the continent’s least visited 
parts. The few people who do travel to this 
former Soviet satellite to the west of Russia find 
that its capital, Kyiv, has some of Europe’s most 
beautiful buildings and original entertainment - and 
undoubtedly its most hospitable people.
Text and photos by: Jonathan Campion

ukraine
the beSt 
kePt Secret
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From Kyiv’s Boryspil airport there are shuttle 
buses to the city for 25 hryvnya ($3), or an 

abundance of taxis that usually charge around 
250 hryvnya ($30) for the 40-minute trip. Once 
in the centre of the city, visitors can get around 
by using the metro, trams and buses, which are 
cheap and very efficient.

The four neighbourhoods in the centre of 
Kyiv each offer insights into a different part of 
Ukrainian life: the history of Arsenalna, the style 
of Khreshchatyk, the beauty of the Golden Gates 
and Podil’s places to eat.

aRSenalna:
love anD The lavRa
The Arsenalna district is covered by sweet-
smelling chestnut trees and punctuated with 
dozens of landmarks. The most celebrated of 
these is the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra (the Kyiv Cave 
Monastery), Ukraine’s most well-known symbol 
of Eastern Orthodox Christianity. It was built in 
the eleventh century during the rule of Prince 
Volodymyr, when Kyiv was the centre of the 
Kievan Rus’ Empire.  Volodymyr’s sons later 
moved east to expand Rus’, until it became what 
we now call “Russia”.

Behind the Pechersk 
Lavra stands the Rodina - Mat’ 
(Motherland) statue. The giant 
silver statue, of a woman defiantly 
clutching a sword and shield, 
dominates the banks of the Dnieper 
River. She represents Kyiv’s 
contribution to a more recent 
empire: the museum beneath her 
is dedicated to those who lost 
their lives defending the Soviet 
Union during the World War II. It 
makes a solemn but fascinating 
detour, especially if you climb up 
the statue’s feet to take in the 
panoramic view of the city’s left 
bank.

Ukraine’s modern ambitions 
also thrive in Arsenalna. The ten 
minute walk from its metro station 
(the deepest in Europe) to the 
Lavra monastery takes you past 

international restaurants, as well as the tiny 
café Alfredo - with room for only two people - 
and a De Beers boutique. 

Further along Ivan Mazepa street (named 
after the seventeenth century Cossack leader) 
is Park Slavy (Victory Park), where couples 
enjoy picnics in the evenings. The view from 
Victory Park stretches from the light blue metro 
trains that slide over the river, to the thin yellow 
strip of beach at Hydropark, to the new office 
buildings and apartment blocks of Livoberezhna, 
to the hazy outline of Lisova bazaar on the 
horizon - the very easternmost edge of the 
city. On one day every January, to celebrate an 
Orthodox holiday, many people in Kyiv brave the 
ice and sub-zero temperatures to take a dip in 
the Dnieper.

Another of Arsenalna’s attractive parks is 
Mariinsky Park, beside Mariinsky Palace, where 
there are also impressive views over the city.  
Every other weekend, football fans can peek 
down through the trees to watch Dynamo Kyiv 
play at the Lobanovsky Stadium – although with 
tickets costing just 20 hryvnya ($2.50) it is just 
as easy to go to the stadium itself, to feel the 
fans’ energy up close.

aCCommoDaTion:

In summer 2012 Ukraine will host 
several matches of the European 
football championships. In 
expectation of the many thousands 
of fans that will arrive for the 
event, several new hotels are 
being built in Kyiv, and its existing 
ones have been improved. The 
city has accommodation to suit 
all tastes and budgets, from the 
luxury Intercontinental Hotel on 
Velyka Zhytomirska street to the 
cheap but comfortable Uavoyage 
Hostel on Pushkinska street. The 
Arsenalna district is home to one of 
Kyiv’s best hotels, the Salyut (Ivan 
Mazepa street).

The metro line over 
the River Dnieper
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St. Michael’s Monastery
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KeepinG Cool                         
on KhReShChaTyK
Kyiv’s main street, called Khreshchatyk, is the 
most fashionable part of the city. Like Arsenalna 
it is also lined with chestnut trees. At weekends 
Khreshchatyk is closed to traffic; its cafés hang 
up flower baskets and set up patios on the 
street, where people can watch as jugglers, 
musicians and stilt-walkers weave through 
the crowds. Between cafes there are plenty 
of places to buy ice cream, and fountains--a 
feature of the city, along with its trees--to sit by 
while you eat them. 

The people of Kyiv are unique in many 
ways, not least their sense of fashion. In warm 
weather men squeeze into tight t-shirts that 
are multicoloured, ripped or sequinned, and 
sometimes all at the same time. Businessmen 
wear casual cream suits and pointed white 
shoes. Women dress just as stylishly in 
sunglasses and stilettos, and turn the aisles of 
supermarkets into catwalks. Glamourous bags 
are compulsory; bras are optional.

Those brave enough to try to copy the 
Ukrainians’ style can browse the clothes 
and accessories in the designer stores along 
Khreshchatyk, or in the Metrograd and Globus 
shopping malls. In addition to clothes, Globus is 
full of books, films and music.

At one end of Khreshchatyk is one of 
Kyiv’s most important landmarks: Maidan 

Nezalezhnosti (Independence Square). Here 
in the winter of 2004, tens of thousands 
of Ukrainians gathered to form the Orange 
Revolution, a protest against a corrupt election. 
The Revolution achieved greater political 
freedom for Ukrainians, which has put them on 
the path to European Union membership in the 
future.

Six years on, Independence Square still 
beings people together. On most Saturday 
nights there are free music concerts on Maidan. 
Ukraine’s music scene is defined by its novelty 
pop, but there are some talented rock groups, 
such as Okean Elzy, S.K.A.I and Druha Rika.

Kyiv has bars for all palates. Its twenty-
somethings often hang out in Babai bars (there 
is one on Independence Square and one on 
Pushkinska street). Babai is the Ukrainian word 
for the monster that frightens disobedient 
children, but the kids here sip their mojitos long 
after bed-time. 

If the concerts and bars don’t tire you out, 
try some of Kyiv’s nightclubs; Ukrainians love 
to party, and most places stay open until 6am 
on most nights. One of the most fashionable is 
Shokolad (“Chocolate”), a trendy lounge bar on 
Saksahanskoho street; lovers of house music go 
to Ikon, and D’Luxe has rooms for all musical 
and fashion tastes. Other local favourites 
include Forsazh (Harmatna street), Prime (Nauki 
avenue) and Arena City (Basseina street).

lanGuaGe
anD CuSTomS:
Many younger people in Kiev speak English, but 

older generations only speak one of Ukraine’s 

languages, so it is helpful to memorise a 

few phrases in Russian or Ukrainian to make 

moving around the city easier. Hello in Russian 

is “Zdravstvuite!” (Zd-ravst-vui-tye!); please is 

“Pozhaluista” (Pa-zhal-sta) and a simple way to buy 

something - like a souvenir, or a drink from a shop 

- is to look at it and say “Mozhna?”, then “Spasibo” 

(Spa-see-ba; ‘thank you’). Goodbye is “Do svidaniya!” 

(Da svi-dan-iya!).

Ukrainians are friendly towards tourists, but 

can be rude if their customs are not respected. 

Visitors should remember that seats on buses 

and metro trains must be given up to elderly 

passengers, and people should not speak too loudly 

on the street. Visitors should be as careful as they 

would be in any other European city, and should not 

travel on their own at night.
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A colourful street in Kyiv

The modern young 
fashionista of Kyiv



April/MAY 201152  

BeyonD The GolDen GaTeS
At different times of the year you can expect 
to find photography exhibitions, refreshment 
kiosks or camel rides in Taras Shevchenko 
Park. The park is a short walk up the hill from 
Khreshchatyk, and is a good place to relax before 
exploring the Golden Gates. Kyiv’s ‘Golden Gates’ 
district is where you will find the city’s most 
attractive architecture. The Gates themselves – 
Zoloti Vorota in Ukrainian – were the entrance to 
the city during the Rus’ Empire.

A short walk from the Golden Gates is 
Sofiyska Ploshcha (St. Sophia’s Square). In one 
corner stands St. Sophia’s Cathedral, built over 
twenty years in the eleventh century, whose 
turquoise domes and golden cupolas are another 
symbol of Kyiv. From spring to autumn, visitors 
can climb to the top of its bell tower to see a 
magnificent panoramic 360° view of the whole 
of Kyiv.  

At the other end of the Square stands St. 
Michael’s Monastery, whose cupolas and brilliant 
blue domes are even more impressive than those 
of St. Sophia. Next to the monastery, Andriyvsky 
Uzviz (St. Andrew’s Descent) is a steep 
cobbled street lined with souvenir stalls selling 
traditional Ukrainian crafts. The Uzviz is the 
place to stock up on gifts, such as matryoshki 
dolls.

poDil: Kyiv’S CulinaRy 
QuaRTeR
Although Kyiv does not have as many foreign 
communities as Prague, Moscow or Budapest, 
each of the ones that have settled here is 
represented by some of Eastern Europe’s most 
original ethnic eateries. For example, several of 
Kiev’s migrants from Georgia run restaurants, 
such as Kazbek (Lesi Ukrainki street) and Hinkali 
(Shota Rustaveli street). 

The Podil district, at the bottom of St. 
Andrew’s Descent, is Kyiv’s culinary quarter. 
Visitors can get to Podil by taking the metro to 
Kontraktova Ploshcha (Contract Square), but 
they can also work up an appetite by hopping 
on the funicular behind St. Michael’s Monastery 
and riding the chair lift down the hill to Poshtova 
Ploshcha (Post Office Square). 

Food is an important part of Ukrainian life, 
and often reflects Ukraine’s ties with Russia. 
The countries share most of their most popular 
dishes, such as pelmeni (a type of ravioli filled 
with meat or mushrooms), blinchiki (sweet 
or savoury pancakes), vareniki (dumplings 
with cabbage or mashed potatoes inside), and 
ikra (salmon caviar). All of these traditional 
Ukrainian dishes can be found at Puzata Hata on 
Sagaidachnoho street, where guests can also 
watch the sun set over Podil’s rooftops while 
listening to the latest music. 

livinG on The eDGe:
From the connected metro stations of 

Teatralna (‘Theatre’) and Zoloti Vorota 

visitors can reach exciting places further 

from the centre of the city. Metro tokens 

cost 2 hryvnya (25 cents) and its three 

lines are easy to follow. Those searching 

for an authentic Ukrainian experience can 

jostle through Lukyanivska food market, 

and haggle with traders for dozens of 

sorts of spices, fruits, vegetables and 

fresh meats. Another action-filled way to 

spend an afternoon is ice skating at the 

Bilshovik leisure centre in the Shulyavska 

district.

Kyiv also offers many places where 

visitors can socialise. In Lybidska in the 

south of the city there is an English-

speaking Church group called ICA, where 

the city’s international community gathers 

every Friday and Sunday to worship, make 

music and share stories.

oTheR paRTS
of uKRaine:

There is much more to see in Ukraine 

beyond Kyiv. From Podil you can take 

a tram ride through a forest to the 

small town of Pushcha Voditsa, where 

in the summer families sunbathe by 

the side of a lake and cook shashlyki 

(barbecues). The town of Lviv, in the 

far west of Ukraine near the country’s 

border with Poland, is a beautiful place 

to spend a weekend - especially in 

winter, when its elegant streets are 

covered in snow. Overnight trains to Lviv 

leave from Kyiv’s central train station 

every evening and arrive early the next 

morning.

Ukraine is often dismissed as 

uninspiring, but nothing could be further 

from the truth. Kyiv is Europe’s greenest 

capital city, and visitors in the mood to 

explore are sure to find that there are 

many more colours here than that.
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A building near the 
Golden Gates

Fedorova street in Lviv
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The quiet atmosphere 
of waters in Lubeck

new deStination     
to the queen of    
the hanSeatic citieS
Be trapped in routines, the body need a break and asking me to 
take a vacation. After searching the information, apparently my 
next destination is Lübeck. It’s a historically old town that is 
known with its Gothic bricks and the alleyways.  As the Hanseatic 
city, Lübeck had grown fast very early. Lübeck had become the 
centre of the biggest trading port of Germany in Baltic in the 
twelfth century up to the sixteenth century. The town which is 
located the northernmost of Germany has been setting in the list 
of UNESCO as the world’s heritage since December 1987. 
Text and photos by: Wahyuni
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The uniquely beautiful town surrounded by 
the magnificent river called Trave doesn’t 

just sell its exoticism as an old town but also has 
the cultural scenery from the mid-century that 
symbolizes its glory of the past. The centre of 
the old town itself is dominated with 7 church 
towers and has 4 town-gates, and the gate of 
Holsten is the most famous gate (1478). And 
this place now is dedicated to the life and the 
opus of a Lübeck trader of the mid-century and 
the early modern Age. The trader has left the 
traces in the city life on economic, social, and 
cultural aspects. 

I journeyed to Lübeck in last October 
when the Europe was entering the winter. 
However, the chilly weather didn’t make me 
much bothered because I have gone too far in 
being enthusiastic about the city and the whole 
thing. Lübeck doesn’t show any contradictions 
between traditions and modernization but on the 

other hand people have created an interesting 
mixture that makes the town unique and shows 
a mixture of the atmosphere of the mid-century 
and modern buildings. Also with the people 
there, as the northern people, they are quite 
dynamic and friendly. So, no wonder if this 
small town can attract many tourists about one 
million each year who will stay overnight. From 
old buildings and alleyways to night life are 
available in this small town. 

The places where you have to visit in this old 
town are Lübecker Rathaus (Town Hall), Lübeck 
Catedral the oldest church and Germany’s third 
biggest church in Baltic – St. Mary. Besides the 
buildings that mentioned above you can also visit 
museums such as St. Annen and Bernhaus and 
also the puppet theater museum. And because 
the puppet museum is organized privately, you 
can visit it at fixed times only. Here I also found 
Indonesian puppets (wayang). I, therefore, 

The Holsten Gate
from the other side

Lubeck Architecture
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felt so glad that the small town known by few 
people can appreciate cultures from other 
countries especially that comes from my 
country.

The World War II and the old buildings have 
its own stories. Lübeck was the first region 
assaulted and the largest region in Germany, 
therefore there had many buildings ruined 
severely. And there were about 1,800 points 
listed that have must been fixed up by UNESCO. 
How glad to see everything has recovered and 
now we can see how the victorious periods 
happened by that time, especially those buildings 
without beyond the imagination. 

Comment on the small town Lübeck, will 
indeed never end because it just not tells of its 
old story but Lübeck also radiates the charisma 
and the cosmopolitan world from a port city. 

Shopping centre, restaurants, and night life are 
attractively offered here. 

When is the right moment to make a trip 
to this old town? So, anytime is perfectly right 
moment to go to Lübeck . Lübeck is never 
ending and always provides a lot of pleasure. In 
winter, they organize a bazaar party to welcome 
Christmas. It’s usually set in the third week of 
December and will be held a whole week and 
in spring with the Easter as well.  Summer, of 
course, has its own privilege. Some people come 
here for the Travemünde Baltic Coast Resort 
which is popular in the world and called as “the 
most beautiful princess of Lübeck”. Besides 
water, coast and sun, Travemunde also offers 
the greater part of maritime activities by sailing 
to the Trave River by big ferries, that all of it 
exerts (significant fares) for some number of 

“spotters’ ferries”. So, as the matter of fact 
Lübeck is still the most precious place even 
without any great fiesta as I went through.

Food and traveling can’t really be separated. 
Lübeck is the producer of very delicious 
Marzipan. Marzipan is a sort of food which 
ingredients are almond and sugar. It can be 
created with chocolate or bread. Marzipan 
has been becoming Lübeckers’ daily delicacies 
since 1950’s. You can find the delicacies at 
great parties such as Easter and Christmas. 
The story about Marzipan; why and when was it 
made for the first time? It is said that by that 
time there had occurred a starvation period in 
Lübeck where was under siege by the military 
of the World War II. The city had run out of 
foodstuffs except almond and sugar. Then, from 

the foodstuffs left people had made Marzipan.  
Actually, some countries had made Marzipan 
beforehand. And because it has special taste, 
Marzipan from Lübeck is the popular one.  For 
Lübeck people, eating Marzipan will have good 
taste if accompanied with a glass of Rotspon; it’s 
kind of light Bordeaux wine. 

So, that’s the global story from the old 
town, Lübeck. The glorious times in the twelfth 
century, ruined in the World War II but up to 
now it’s still the best and unique tourism place 
to visit, have proved that Lübeck has been the 
largest port city in Europe giving testimony 
that time is never standstill. It depends on us 
whether we will maintain it well or not. 

So, if you are a real traveler, try to go and 
visit this place. Have a nice trip! 

Lubeckers’ activities in 
front of the town hall

Lubeckers’ activities in 
front of the town hall

One of the alleyways, the 
old building seems oblique

Lubeck’s small scale modelChurch center of Lubeck

The Figure Theater Museum

peace symbol
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Lyon is a French restaurant, 
serving traditional French 

dishes prepared with the best 
ingredients and served in a 
brasserie setting. In essence, this 
restaurant delivers the very best 
of French cuisine in a relaxed, yet 
sophisticated, environment.  The 
warm, light colour tone of the main 
hall is complemented by rustic, 
classic French designed wallpaper 
combined with contemporary 
artworks.

The restaurant has two elegant 
and unique private dining rooms, The 
Glass Room and The Beaujolais.

The Glass Room is uniquely 
located between two glass-walled 
wine cellars and complemented by a 

large floor-to-ceiling glass window 
overlooking the lobby area.  Plush 
in maroon hues, a long wooden 
table and classy chandelier gives 
this private dining room, which can 
accommodate up to ten guests, a 
majestic air.

 The Beaujolais is adorned with 
sheer white shades, an elegant 
chandelier and a solid black long 
table to seat up to 14 guests.  
Overlooking the main thoroughfare, 
this private dining room is the 
perfect venue for an intimate dinner 
or cocktail party.

The main restaurant area can 
seat 107 guests and up to 120 for a 
cocktail reception. 

 open daily for lunch and dinner
•	 Lunch from 11:30pm to 2:30pm           
 from Sunday to Friday
•	 Dinner from 6:30pm to 10:30pm           
 from Monday to Sunday
•	 Saturday Brunch    
 from 11.30am to 2.30pm

Private Room Lyon Restaurant

Budi Cahyadi
(F&B Operation Manager)

Thierry Le Queau 
(Executive Chef)
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We began the conversation with some small 
talks, but as U2 beat got louder, our talk 

got more serious. When asked about the most 
recent situation of Indonesia’s tourism, he 
said that Indonesia’s tourism at this moment 
is advancing positively because of improved 
security and stability of rupiah. 

To contribute to the world of tourism in 
Indonesia, Tedjo provides education in the area of 
hospitality, from speech to table talk.  That’s why 
he founded an institution called TTC (Training 
Tourism Centre), now more focusing on MICE.

He said that 2010 was amazing year for 
Indonesia’s tourism. The number of in and 
outgoing tourists are very high. Everyone who 
wants to travel was well-facilitated: fiscal was 
erased, low cost carriers were applied, as well 
as cheap accommodation. On the other, he felt 
that the validity of visa on arrival (VOA) should 
be longer than 30-day period. In only 30 day, 
tourists will not be able to know Indonesia 
sufficiently well.     

When askes, what “real traveler” means in 
his mind, he said that real traveler is someone 
who is not afraid to travel anywhere around the 
globe, is not bound to anything, and is willing 
to jump out his comfort zone. He also gave 
some tips to be a real traveler: not to forget to 
research on the destination and not to be afraid 
to try anything different compared to what the 
traveler used to see in his own country. 

He has been to so many countries: Nepal, 
India, Israel, either with family  or  while 
leading a group of travelers. The guy who likes 
beer with 8% percent or higher alcohol said 
that Switzerland is his favorite country. He 
considers it as a very chariming country and he 
has so many memorable memories about the 
country. He has been in Switzerland a few times 
but never tired of the country. He experienced 
different story when visiting Scotland and 
Ireland. Due to bad schedule and facilities, the 
trip really left a bad taste in his mouth. However, 
all those bad things were paid by the local’s 
hospitality and off course Irish black lager, well-
known all over the world. 

Tedjo Iskandar also showed us his most 
favorite travel items that he always brings 
wherever he goes: laptop--because he must 
always update his Facebook account and follow 
other news. Besides laptop, he also always 
brings camera to capture every moment, sun 
glasses, mobile phone, and his favorite “botol 
kepeng” or pocket bottle.

By the end of the conversation, he said 
that all people related with tourism personels 
to increase their knowledge to be the best 
regionally. Hospitality and tourism industry di 
in Indonesia has been blessed by God with very 
beautiful nature. We, the people of this country, 
are obliged to develop, maintain, and introduce it 
to the world. 

The heat couldn’t stop 
Travel Addict from meeting 
this senior figure in Indonesia’s 
tourism. We planned to meet at 
a cafe in Thamrin, his favorite 
place. He waited us with a 
bottle of cold beer in his hand, 
a cigar in his other hand--his 
trade mark style. 
Text by Vembry Dwitama

tedjo iSkandar:
the develoPment of 
indoneSia’S touriSm
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Head Committee of AITF 2011, Anto 
Haditono, reports that in three days the 

AITF 2011 visitors reached almost 38,000 
people. “We felt so satisfied with the people’s 
enthusiasm. The total of the visitor was 
beyond our expectation. Most of the visitors 
are those who want to have more economical 
vacation. Some visitor’s favorite destinations 
are Singapore, Hongkong, Macau, Thailand, and 
Malaysia. The favorite domestic destinations are 
Bali, Surabaya, Lombok, and Yogyakarta,” said 
Anto. “In three days, AITF was successfully 
posted sales for almost 42 billion rupiah from 
tickets, international or domestic, and vacation 
packages.  

The Chairlady of ASTINDO, Elly Hutabara, 
said that AITF 2011 was a success because 
of good relation between all components in 

Indonesia tourism, all ASTINDO members, 
Association of Indonesia Tours and Travel 
Agents (ASITA) Jakarta, 12 foreign and 
domestic airlines, Tourism Promotion Biro 
(BPW), Yogyakarta Tourism Official, and all 
other supporting industries, like banking, travel 
insurance, national media, Titan Convex, and 
Pacto Convex as event organizer. “AITF 2011 
is the first consumer fair which was fully 
held by ASTINDO. The next will be an annual 
event,” said Elly. “We see that AITF 2011 can 
contribute positively. It motivates people to 
travel domestically and abroad. This event also 
increase the quality of domestic tourism in 
Indonesia,” said Elly. 

Some airlines which are involved in AITF 
2011 gave positive comments regarding this 
result. They gave information about vacation 

package program, special package and 
airline ticket promotion price that they 
have, including best offer fares for the 
visitor and potential tourists. The airlines 
contributing to this event are China 
Airlines, Cathay Pacific, Emirates, Etihad, 
Garuda Indonesia, Lufthansa, Malaysian 
Airlines, Qantas, Qatar Airways, 
Singapore Airlines, Thai Airways, dan 
Turkish Air

In this event, AITF 2011 covers 
all destinations around the world, 
including popular tourism destination, the 
development of new product, cultural 
product, cultural tourism, pilgrimage 
tour, sports & outbound tourism, city/
urban tourism, incentive tourism, sea tourism, 
water-based theme park, hotel, tourism 
package, transportation, and ICT travel (GDS). 
The international tourism promotion bureau 
also offered their destinations to the visitors, 
such as Australian Tourism Commission, Macau 
Government Tourism Office, Singapore Tourism 
Board, Taiwan Visitor’s Association, and Tourism 
Authority of Thailand.

AITF 2011 is supported by BCA. As the 
official Bank, BCA facilitates their card holders: 

no surcharge facility (no administration fee) and 
0% credits for six months. Other supporters are 
Chartis Travel Insurance as Co-Sponsor, Telkom 
Indonesia, and Abacus Distribution System.

AITF 2011 was also supported by some 
national media, like Detik.com, Femina Group, 
Globe Media Group, Harian Kompas, Harian 
Republika, Kantor Berita Antara, Majalah Venue, 
SME Magazine, Trans TV, Traveltextonline, The 
Jakarta Post, and Travel Addict. Titan Convex 
and Pacto Convex was the organizer of this 
event. 

aStindo 
international 
travel fair 2011 
Jakarta, 11 April 2011, the biggest 

tourism exhibition in Indonesia, Astindo 

International Travel Fair (AITF) 2011 held 

on April 1-3, 2011 in Jakarta Convention 

Center (JCC) came very successful. Thirty 

six travel agents, five foreign tourism 

promotion, one official tourism district, 12 

foreign and domestic airlines, hotel, resort 

and spa, operator tour, tourism object, 

cruise lines, travel insurance and banking 

took part in AITF.  
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found deCruise, the international yacht tour 
specialist. Don’t hesitate to visit our tours 
boutique at deCruise FX Senayan, our newest 
Lifestyle Center in South Jakarta. You can also 
call us or send us emails. Our consultant will 
be more than happy to serve you seven days a 
week. 

24-hour helpline Service
at +62 21 309 10 800
Yacht travel will be fit for honeymooners. 
Many companies usually make reservations for 
honeymooners, usually completed with luxurious 
gifts, like pictures, flowers, champagne.

More and more people now get married on 
a yacht, or at least they renew their marital 
vow. Some yachts even have their own wedding 
chapels. Traditionally, the captain of the boat 
will lead the wedding ceremony. 

Yacht is also good for company gathering, 
incentive group, and can be arranged for 
meetings with top management with all 
families. Business and travel can be combined.

deCruise cooperates with many yacht 
managements all over the world and more than 
400 harbors, just like a “yacht market”  where 

you can ask anything about cruising on the 
ocean or river. This is a very pleasant option 
and economically beneficial. We will also show 
you that holiday with yacht is fun, not tiring and 
troublesome, just like traveling on land.

Children love cruising. Cruising is fun and 
educating. It is wise if you choose a yacht that 
accepts kids also. There is special-for-kid club, 
entertainment, special menus, and other forms 
of services on this yacht. There are also special 
services for toddlers, but with extra charge. If 
you choose good yacht, adults and kids both can 
have a good time. 

deCruise can provide you guidance and 
assistance for you because we have connections 
with many yacht companies, including the top 
ones who provide superbig yachts with complete 
facilities. It will be wise for you to overview all 
available options of newest yachts in the first 
place.

The shortest yacht tour will start from 
Singapore, 2 out of 5 yachts are worth to try.

Cruising is fun and affordable!
deCruise is the right place to fulfill your 

cruising needs.
www.deCruise.com

This influences your travel budget. There 
are many types of cruises that will suit 

your financial situation. You have to know, for 
example, that higher cabin class in middle class 
boat will cost the same with lower cabin class in 
a boat with more facilities.

For those who don’t have any financial 
limitation, there are plenty of choices available. 
Yacht industry is reaching its good condition. 
There many people who are willing to spend a lot 
of money to travel with yacht. But, remember, 
higher price means more things you have to pay 
attention to. 

There are plenty choices of traveling with 
yacht. Starting form small boat (92 passengers/ 
2.800 GRT) to the biggest one with 7.000 
passengers (220.000 GRT). Those boats are 
designed to make us feel that we were at malls 
or at the city. Not all harbors can host those 
superbig yachts so that you might not be able to 
play at the beach as you planned. On the other 
hand, big boats with complete facilities provide 
not only bar and restaurants but also many kinds 
of free activities. 

Considering our 25 years of experience in 
travel agency, on August 2008, we decided to 

WElCOmE TO deCruISE 
yOur SPECIal CruISE 
arOuNd THE GlObE

addICTOrIal

Nowadays, competitions have made yacht tour very 
expensive. Every cruise is basically devided into two types: 
yacht and cabin. Those include ocean-view cabin, balcony, or 
verandah, suite, or penthouse.
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CuRve inDoneSia

Photographer : Todd Hackwelder 
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If you are interested in 
writing an article, compiling 
a photo essay or if you have 
any suggestion on themes or 
article topics, please send to:
cs@traveladdictmagz.com 

KuDa lumpinG,
inDoneSian CulTuRe

Photographer : June Fitrianto
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marina bay SandS 
when dreamS
meet reality

Marina Bay Sands® is Asia’s leading destination for business, 
leisure and entertainment, delivering once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences. Located in the heart of Singapore’s Central 
Business District, Marina Bay Sands’ iconic design and multi-
dimensional offerings have transformed Singapore’s skyline 
and its tourism landscape since it opened on 27 April 2010. The 
destination offers a luxury hotel, state-of-the art convention 
and exhibition facilities, theaters, world-class entertainment 
and the best shopping and dining in the region. 

Located in the heart of the Central Business 
District, it is 20 minutes from Changi Airport. 

The Marina Bay Sands hotel has three 55-story 
towers with 2,561 luxury rooms and suites. The 
three towers are capped by the Sands SkyPark, 
which offers 360-degree views of Singapore’s 
skyline. It is home to restaurants, lush gardens, 
an infinity edged swimming pool and the world’s 
largest public cantilever housing an observation 
deck. 

Its Sands Expo and Convention Center has 
1.3 million square feet of flexible convention 
and exhibition space. It can host over 45,000 
delegates, 2,000 exhibition booths and 250 
meeting rooms. It features Southeast Asia’s 
biggest ballroom, which can accommodate 6,600 
people for a banquet, and up to 11,000 for an 
auditorium-style lecture. 

The Shoppes at Marina Bay Sands has close 
to 800,000 square feet of retail and dining 
space. Luxury retailers include Bally, Cartier, 
CHANEL, Salvatore Ferragamo, Franck Muller, 
Gucci, Hermès, Hublot, Hugo Boss, Louis Vuitton, 
Miu Miu, Omega, Patek Philippe, Prada, Tiffany 
& Co. and Yves Saint Laurent. New brands 
include Anne Fontaine, Henry Cotton’s, Leviev, 
Marisfrolg, Moiselle, Rabeanco, Stefano Ricci, 
and Wolford. 

Dining at Marina Bay Sands is a gourmet 
experience with over 50 dining choices. These 
include celebrity-chef restaurants helmed 
by Mario Batali, (New York), Daniel Boulud 
(New York), Wolfgang Puck (Los Angeles), 
Santi Santamaria (Barcelona), Guy Savoy 
(Paris), Tetsuya Wakuda (Sydney) and Justin 

Quek (Singapore). Marina Bay Sands features 
signature restaurants, modern bistros and a 
premium food marketplace. It energizes the 
entertainment and nightlife scene in Singapore 
with nightclubs, world-class entertainment, a 
museum and a casino. The ArtScience Museum 
at Marina Bay Sands, which has a lotus-inspired 
design, features blockbuster exhibitions from 
around the world. The Two state-of-the-art 
theaters offer a total of about 4,000 seats and 
The Broadway hit The Lion King made its debut 
in Sands Theater in March 2011, with Grand 
Theater presenting shorter-run shows such as 
concerts, award ceremonies and gala events. 
The outdoor Event Plaza along the waterfront 
promenade is the perfect space for hosting 
audiences during large-scale performances on 
the bay or on the plaza. 

Since opening in April 2010, Marina Bay 
Sands has been highly recognized in Asia for its 
outstanding MICE and hotel facilities. Significant 
accolades include: 
•	 “Best Hotel Investment of Asia” at the 

2010 AHF International Hotel Investment 
Summit 

•	 “Asia’s Best MICE Hotel” at CEI Asia 
Industrial Awards 2011 

•	 “Asia’s Best Convention & Exhibition Center” 
runner-up at CEI Asia Industrial Awards 
2011 

•	 “Best views of Singapore – Sands SkyPark” 
by The Best of Singapore 2011 by Singapore 
Tatler 

•	 “Best New Large Hotel” runner-up by 
Timeout Magazine in 2011 

MARINA BAY SANDS PTE LTD 
10 Bayfront Avenue, Singapore 018956
TEL: +65 6688 8866  I DID: +65 6688 5019 I BB: +65 8468 7012 I FAX: +65 6688 0299 
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JaIlOlO IN
WEST HalmaHEra 
Sahu in known as a tribe who strive to maintain its cultural values dan 
traditions as well as its cultural heritage. Sahu tribe inhabits Sahu 
District, West Halmahera Barat. They live in etnic houses called Sasadu, 
whose roofs are made of sagu leaves. Sasadu is usually used for 
community meetings harvest celebrations in a ceremony called Horom 
Sasadu. Horom Sasadu is a cultural ceremony for Sahu people--most 
of which are farmers--to express their gratitude to God for the harvest 
they gain. 

The most unique thing from Sasadu is that 
this ceremony is held for seven to nine days. 

Days and nights the people would eat and drink 
without stopping. Saguer, a traditional alcohol 
beverage, is an integral part of this celebration. 
Besides liquor, there is another vital part of this 
party, Sahu traditional dances : Legu Salai and 
Sara Dabi Dabi.

Liquor refinery, one of the people’s main 
daily activities, is one of the most interesting 
attraction in this area. Tourists can see all 
activities in the refinery. Besides that, you 
can also visit a history building: the house of 
Sutan Jailolo.

There are some villages that have 
been officially appointed as tourism spots: 
Desa Worat Worat, Desa Taraudu, Desa 
Gamomeng, Desa Gamtala, dan Desa 
Marimbati. These vilages can be reached 
from the down town of Jailolo by cars or 
motor bikes for about 20 minutes.
West Halmahera have other tribes with 

various cultural traditions. There are Gamkonora 
Tribe, who reside Mount Gamkonora, Tobaru 
Tribe, Wayoli Tribe, Ibu Tribe, and Loloda Tribe. 
Besides those ethnic groups, West Halmahera 
also have other cultural elements, like dances, 
such Soya-soya, Legu, and Cakalele dance. 



yOur FrIENd
aT TraVElING

Simple, strong, yet elegant TUMI has arrived to 
complete your tools on traveling. With numerous series 

of collection, TUMI gives you a way of packing with 
style. From the largest Wheel-A-Way packing case to 

the smallest accessory, TUMI products are designed to 
meet the needs of the most demanding traveler. 

renowned New York graffiti artist John “Crash” 
Matos, this collection features four hard side 
cases--wheeled carry-on and packing cases--
and an iPhone case. This two-wheel carry-on is 
constructed from a super-light, triple-layer, high-
performance alloy of ABS and polycarbonate. 
It sets the standard for strength, durability, 
mobility, and aesthetics. 

The needs to travel do not end there. TUMI 
also creates special handbag and totes for 
women. Look at Villa Dome Business Case. 
This larger, full-feature case fits for carrying 

a laptop. It has removable laptop sleeve and a 
large pocket for files. It is made from Italian 
saffiano embossed coated canvas fabric with 
nylon lining. You can also consider The Voyageur 
Quintessential Tote: a colorful bag with vibrant 
interiors made from lightweight nylon and 
leather trim. In addition, it has the right amount 
of interior organization. 

So, have you considered your own TUMI bag? 
For more information, go to www.TUMI.com. 
TUMI’s bags are available now at TUMI, Senayan 
City ground floor (phone 72781085). 

Created from ballistic nylon, a custom 
material usually made for bullet proof vast, 

TUMI can meet your challenge on traveling. No 
need to worry about your heavy luggage, with 
its material it keeps your belonging in a save 
place.  From business to travel or just for your 
everyday needs, TUMI meets all the needs that 
you require. To make it unique, TUMI bags have 
its own trace code. This trace code has a function 
like a GPS or name card. So if someone wants 
to return your TUMI‘s when it lost, they know it 
by your trace number that you register on TUMI.
com.  

For your business matters, you can count on 
Tumi’s briefcase, ALPHA flap Expandable Leather 
Brief. This updated flap brief has a unique styling 

and modern features. Made from soft and full-
grain Napa leather, this expandable brief has a 
split flap closure that allows you to access one 
or both pockets under the flap. 

On the other hand, you can try its messenger 
bags, a shoulder bag part of the TUMI Special 
Edition collection. Inspired by real-world 
functionality, it offers a separate laptop 
compartment, numerous interior pockets, 
and organizer pockets. A top carry handle and 
removable/adjustable shoulder strap and made 
from an exclusive lightweight, performance 
nylon fabric with unique and molded side panels.

Those who like to travel internationally 
and domestically can take Tumi Tag collection. 
Created in limited editions in collaboration with 
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Marvelous Tiga Puluh 
12th Anniversary bash
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HaVE Talk

The iPad 2 has arrived, and with it, the tablet computer 
that has redefined the genre is getting a very interesting 
update. Thinner design, dual-cameras, updated OS, new 
accessories… with the same pricing structure. For some, it is 
the update they’ve been waiting for: the iPad platform won’t 
change for the next year. For others, the thinner design and 
the video chat capabilities make it a must-have device.
Price : IDR 5,299,000 (16GB),
6,299,000 (32GB), 7,299,000 (64GB)

This 116520 model signals the beginning of a new 
era in the history of Rolex, and marks the point 
where every single Rolex watch and every single 
Rolex component is manufactured entirely by 
Rolex; with certain components previously being 
supplied by Zenith & Valjoux. The significance 
of this should not be understated, with the 
result being the ‘Calibre 4130’ movement having 
been talked about within inner circles as one of 
the greatest movements ever created.  Price:               
USD 11,995

dIOr HOmmE
SuNGlaSSES

The straight lines of the frames are offset by subtle curves 
on either side of the nose bridge. The restrained tinting of 
the lenses, however, makes them stand out in a world of 
mirrored and ultra-black tinted shades. These are the swank 
sunglasses of 1970s Europe, born again. These are shades 
tucked into a blazer pocket as the sun drips over the Latin 
Quarter in Paris. Price USD 330

HErmES TIES TraVEl 
lEaTHEr baG

Keeps ties neat and protected during travel. Leather 
snap fastener allows for straight hanging in closets. 
Holder in metal with anti-slip rubber so ties stay in 
place. Holds 6 ties, accommodates extra long ties. 
Measures 18” x 7.9” folded. Price USD 1,925

rOlEX 116520

IPad 2 WIFI+3G 
16/32/64Gb

Able to travel around the world is one the most 
amazing things in the world. There are many 
great things to learn and help us grow--I could 
probably name a hundred reasons why I love 
traveling, but for now these are my five reasons 
why I continue to travel: 

experiencing new cultures 
I am almost obsessed with experiencing and learning new cultures; I 
love it. It’s interesting, sometimes (for me) strange, provocative, and 
always has something to teach. I also find that by understanding the 
culture you can understand why people are the way they are. 

history 
I’m not a fan of history, but when it comes to traveling, I really 
love to know about the history of the places I visit. By learning the 
history, I will appreciate and understand more about the place. 

food 
Well, it’s a big part of travel for me.  I love going to supermarkets, little 
boutiques, and markets, and can literally spend hours just looking at 
strange new and interesting food items which I’ve never seen. 

The people 
Often I meet other travelers bragging about how many countries 
they’ve been to and all fun things they have done. To me, it doesn’t 
really matter that much. What matters to me is not the place you 
visit, but the people you meet while you are there. 

using the five senses 
Another thing I like to remember from all my travels are the smells, 
sound, food flavors, and visual colors I get from the experience. My 
brain finds itself working on overdrive trying to take it all in and long 
afterward I can think back to a place and still remember what kind of 
vibe I felt. I always remember the feeling a place gives me, good or bad. 
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STarS HOTEl JAKARTA SELATAN  Hotel Gran Mahakam; Ritz Carlton; Hotel JW 
Marriott; The Aryaduta Hotel; Hotel Four Seasons; Park Lane; Crowne Plaza; The Acacia; 
Aston Rasuna; Hotel Santika Melawai; The Dharmawangsa Hotel; Hotel Gran Melia; 
Manhattan Hotel; Grand Kemang Hotel; JAKARTA PUSAT    Hotel Indonesia Kempinski; Le 
Meridien; Hotel Borobudur; Hotel Intercontinental; Hotel Nikko; Hotel Grand Sahid; Hotel 
Shangri-la; Sari Pan Pacific; The Sultan; Hotel Grand Hyatt; Golden Boutique; Mandarin 
Oriental; Hotel Mulia; Swiss-Belhotel; Hotel Ascott; The Acacia; Le Grandeur; Sheraton 
Media; Hotel Ibis; Hotel Alila; Hotel Acacia; Hotel Aston Atrium; Hotel Sheraton Bandara;  
JAKARTA BARAT    Hotel Ciputra; Hotel Grand Tropic All Suite;  Santika Premiere Hotel; 
JAKARTA UTARA    Novotel Mangga Dua; Mercure Convention Center; Hotel Patra Jasa; Hotel 
Aston Marina;  Hotel Batavia; BEKASI    Hotel Sahid Jaya Lippo Cikarang; TANGGERANG    
Aston Paramount Serpong; Sheraton Bandara Internatonal.

EXECuTIVE OFFICE JAKARTA SELATAN  Pusat kebudayaan Belanda (Erasmus 
Huis); Pusat Kebudayaan Inggris (British Council); The British Institute;  JAKARTA PUSAT  
Kementerian Luar Negeri; Kementerian Kebudayaan dan Pariwisata; Pusat Kebudayaan India 
(Jawaharlal Nehru); Gedung Kesenian Jakarta; Pusat  Kebudayaan Rusia; Pusat Kebudayaan 
Prancis (CCF); Pusat Kebudayaan Jerman (Goethe Haus); Belgian Luxembourg Indonesia 
Club; The Japan Foundation; Korea Women`s Club; Rotary Club Jakarta; JAKARTA BARAT  
  Kompas Gramedia; The Jakarta Post; Pusat Kebudayaan Spanyol (Instituto Cervantes).

TraVEl aGENTS (IaTa mEmbErSHIP) JAKARTA SELATAN    Carlson 
Wagonlit; Pacto Tour; Pan Travel; JAKARTA PUSAT    Avia Tour; Astrindo Tour; Bayu Buana; 
Dwidaya Travel; Panen Tour; Satriavi Tour; Shilla Tour; Tara Tour;  Vayatour; Wita Tour; 
JAKARTA BARAT    Best Tour; Panorama tours; Panorama Tours; Pasopati Tour; Universal 
Tour;  JAKARTA UTARA    Venus Marine Tour (Marina Ancol).

PublIC arEa JAKARTA SELATAN   Celebrity Fitness PIM; Club Elite Rasuna Gold`s 
Gym; Fitness First Plaza Semanggi; JAKARTA PUSAT    Klinik Kyoei; Celebrity Fitness 
EX-Plaza; Gold’s Gym Thamrin Boulevard; JAKARTA BARAT    Gold’s Gym Mall Ciputra; 
JAKARTA UTARA    Celebrity Fitness La Piazza; Gold’s Gym Pantai Indah Kapuk; Gold`s Gym 
Mal Of Indonesia; Celebrity Fitness Pluit Junction; JAKARTA TIMUR     Fitness First Cibubur 
Junction, Ade Rai Club Fitness; TANGGERANG    Celebrity Fitness Supermal Karawaci; 
Celebrity Fitness Teras Kota.
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heR BRiTanniC
maJeSTy’S emBaSSy (uK)
Jl. M.H Thamrin No.75, Menteng
Jakarta Pusat 10310
Telp (62 21) 315-6264, 390-7484
Fax (62 21) 315-4061
Email consulate.jakarta@fco.gov.uk
www.britain-in-indonesia.or.id

emBaSSy of auSTRalia
Jl. H.R Rasuna said Kav. C 15-16, 
Kuningan, Jakarta Selatan 12940
Telp (62 21) 25505555 - 60
Fax (62 21) 522-7101 -  526-1690
Email public.affairsjak@dfar.gov.au
www.austembjak.or.id

emBaSSy of neW ZealanD
Jl Asia Afrika Senayan / 
Sentral Senayan II Building lt 10
Telp  (62 21) 579-54120
Fax  (62 21) 579-54124
Email nzisjakarta@dol.govt.nz 
Travel Advisories  http://www.mfat.govt.
nz/travel/#I

emBaSSy of  CanaDa
Jl. Jend. Sudirman, Kav. 29, 
World Trade Centre, 6th Floor.
Jakarta Pusat 12920
Telp (62 21) 525-0709
Fax (62 21) 571-2251, 570-1650
Email jkrta@international.gc.ca

emBaSSy of The feDeRaTive 
RepuBliC of GeRmany
Jl. M.H Thamrin No.1, Menteng
Jakarta Pusat 10310
Telp (62 21) 390-1750
Fax (62 21) 390-1757
Email germany@rad.net.id
www.germanembjak.or.id
Royal neTheRlanD emBaSSy 
Jl.H.R.Rasuna Said Kav.S-3 Kuningan 
Jakarta Selatan 12950
Telp (62 21) 525-1515, 527-1904
Fax (6221) 570-0734
Email  nlgovjak@attglobal.net
www.netherlandembassy.or.id

emBaSSy of  uKRaine
Jl. Simprug Permata I/No. 39
JakartaSelatan 12950
Tel p (62 21) 726-7575, 720-5356
Fax (62 21) 726-6969
Email uaeemb@rad.net.id

TRavel aGenT

anTa TouR
Jl. Hayam Wuruk No. 88 
DKI Jakarta Indonesia 11160
Ph : 021-600-1888

avia TouR
Jl. Bungur besar No. 45
Jakarta Pusat 10610
Ph: 021-422-3888, 021-422-3838 Fax: 
021-421-5066, 021-421-5026 

Bayu Buana
Jl. Ir. Juanda III No. 2A
Jakarta Pusat 10120
Ph: 021-380-1705, 021-2350-9999 Fax: 
021-386-1955, 021-351-7432 

DWi Daya WoRlDWiDe 
Jl. K.H. Samanhudi 22 A-B
Jakarta Pusat 10710
Ph: 021-231-3388, 021-231-3838, 021-
231-3888 Fax: 021-385-3201, 021-384-
5649

GolDen Rama

TouRS anD TRavel
Jln. Tanah Abang II No. 75
Jakarta Pusat - Indonesia 10160
Ph  : 021 231 1123 ,  021 231 3131.

panoRama TouRS
Panorama Building 2nd Floor
Jl. Tomang Raya No.63 Tomang Village, 
Grogol Petamburan,
Jakarta Barat 11440
Ph: 021-25565555

Shilla TouR – 1989   
Jl. Suryopranoto H 89-A
Jakarta Pusat 10160
Ph: 021-386-4177 (hunting)
Fax: 021-345-3540, 021-351-9176

vaya TouR – 1979 (Head Office)
Jl. Batu Tulis No. 38
Jakarta Pusat 10120
Ph: 021-380-0202, 021-345-4457, 021-
380-2456, 021-380-7037
Fax: 021-345-5252, 021-384-1608

WiTa TouR – 1979 (Head Office) 
Jl. Balikpapan No. 5
Jakarta Pusat 10160
Ph: 231-2338 (Hunting)
Fax: 350-0503

aiRlineS

aiR fRanCe (af) 
021-520-2262 

BRiTiSh aiRWayS (Ba)
021-230-0277 

CaThay paCifiC (CX)
021-515-1747 

China aiRlineS (Ci)
021-251-0789 

ConTinenTal aiRlineS (Co)
021-334-417 

emiRaTeS aiRlineS (eK)
021-574-2440 

eTihaD aiRWayS ( ey )
021-520-1288

eva aiR (BR)
021-520-5363

GaRuDa inDoneSia (Ga)
021-2351-9999 

Japan aiRlineS (Jl)
021-572-3211 

Klm Royal DuTCh (Kl)
021-252-6740 

KoRean aiR (Ke)
021-521-2180 

lufThanSa aiRlineS (lh)
021-570-2005 

QanTaS aiRlineS lTD (Qf)
021-230-0277 

QaTaR aiRWayS (QR)
021-2358-6788

Royal BRunei aiRlineS (Bi)
021-521-1842 

SauDi aRaBian aiRlineS (Sv)
021-835-6201 

SinGapoRe aiRlineS (SQ)
021-520-6880 

Thai aiRWayS  (TG)
021-230-2552

TuRKiSh aiRlineS (TK)
021-5795-7666

emBaSSy

emBaSSy of
The uniTeD STaTeS of ameRiCa
Jl. Medan Merdeka Selatan No.5
Jakarta Pusat 10110
Telp (62 21) 3435-9000, 344-2211, 
34359-888
Fax  (62 21) 386-2259
Email jakconsul@state.gov
www.usembassyjakarta.org
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aCe Travel insurance,
more Than Just a Standard
Travel insurance

Traveling is one of life’s greatest joys, 
whether you plan your destination aboard or 
local. However even the most carefully planned 
trip can turn out complicated by unpredicted 
events. But, by choosing good travel insurance, 
you can save your money, save guard your 
journey and make your trip a memorable one.

Travel insurance provides coverage from 
the moment you leave your home until the 
moment you return back to your home. It will 
prevent you from financial losses if you are 
able to purchase travel insurance that has 
comprehensive coverage which you can really 
rely on, other than a standard one with limited 
coverage. ACE Travel Insurance, a division 
of the ACE Group of Companies®, one of the 
world’s leading global insurers, has a product 
suit designed to take care of its customers for 
just about any risk they face anywhere they 
travel.

ACE Travel Insurance in Indonesia is 
headed by Miss Rialita Lubis, personnel of 
ACE Insurance Indonesia who has had plenty 
experience in the travel industry. With a mission 
to make ACE Travel Insurance a leader in 
Indonesia’s travel insurance market, a strategy 
of service excellence, regular visit to partnering 
companies and strong participation in several 
travel exhibitions is carried out, aimed to deliver 
innovative products with a competitive benefit 
and premium.

ACE Travel Insurance in Indonesia 
provides three products named ACE Travel 
Executive International, ACE Travel Protector 
and Proteksi Perjalanan Darat & Laut. Aside 
from providing basic coverage such as 
accidental death, permanent total disability, 
trip cancellation, lost of luggage, and medical 
expenses, these products are also individually 

tailored to fit particular risks relevant to the 
destination category of your trip and ways of 
transportation you will be taking. 

ACE Travel Executive International, a 
product for overseas travelers, provides 
round-the-clock worldwide protection which 
features 30 coverages. It has a plan for ASEAN 
designated countries and three other plans 
for worldwide countries – Deluxe, Superior 
& Standard, each with different coverage 
limits. As we know, risk faced when traveling 
overseas are much more complicated than 
that of a domestic travel, which is why ACE 
Travel Executive International includes a 
range of coverages for extraordinary risks. 
Some of those coverages are post journey 
medical expenses, loss of money and travel 
documents, overseas hospital confinement ICU, 
dental expenses, on-site accident evacuation, 
emergency travel expenses, and even covers 
from acts of terrorism, personal liability, risk 
from renting a car, risk of damage or loss to 
your home content due to fire, and many others. 

ACE Travel Protector is a more simple 
travel insurance product for domestic 
destination travelers transporting by aircraft. 
To differentiate it from a standard product ACE 
Travel Protector also covers aircraft highjack, 
emergency evacuation expenses and personal 
liability. These may be results of unfortunate 
events you would assume will not occur on your 
trip, but once it happens it really could ruin the 
rest of your planned trip.

Not many insurance providers have a 
product for domestic travelers traveling by land 
or sea. Though it seems like a less risky travel 
than those transporting by aircraft, you are still 
at risk. Imagine yourself robbed or snatched 
theft on a ship, bus, train, taxi or even your 

own car. Traveling in a country where the criminality rate continues to 
increase makes those two risks important to cover. You would not want 
to be in another part of the country and having to deal with the trouble 
caused. Asuransi Perjalanan Darat & Laut by ACE Travel Insurance 
in Indonesia covers those risks beside the standard coverages and 
emergency medical evacuation.

Three of ACE Travel Insurance products in Indonesia have separate 
plans for individuals and for travelers who are planning a trip with the 
family. Each of the products could cover 3 children, aged 6 months up 
to 23 years old. Maximum travel period for each products are dissimi-
lar. Proteksi Perjalanan Darat & Laut and ACE Travel Protector has 
a maximum period of 30 days, but could be extended weekly. In ACE 
Travel Executive International, the maximum period is 90 days, as most 
people travel longer overseas than domestically. For frequent overseas 
travelers, an annual plan is provided. 

In looking for travel insurance, you should not only take in consider-
ation the coverages it provides, but also how the claim process is man-
aged by the insurer. Making a claim should be easy and fast. It would 
not be pleasant to suffer even more from a long and uncertain claim 
process when you have had a mishap happened, causing you financial 
loss. It would be a disaster. That is why ACE Travel Insurance will 
make sure your claim process is easy, fast and accurate, after require-
ments are completed.

One other thing to understand, probably the most important about 
travel insurance is that it is better to buy your travel insurance as soon 
as you’ve decided to travel. More kinds of risk are covered by insuring 
earlier rather than later. When you purchase your ticket or put a down 
payment to your accommodation you are instantly exposed to risks 
such as trip cancellation or trip postponement due to an emergency 
situation. It may not be a life threatening risk but could impact your 
financial situation quite badly. 

Next time you plan a trip, you should not ask why you must buy 
travel insurance, yet you should make sure you cover yourself with ACE 
Travel Insurance.

aCE Insurance 

Jakarta : World Trade Center, 13rd Floor,

  Jl. Jend. Sudirman Kav. 29 – 31, Jakarta 12920, 

    Tel +62.21.52998225, +62.21.52998345,

  Fax +62.21.5211801 

Surabaya : Wisma AGI, 4th Floor, Jl. Tidar No. 17-19, Surabaya 60250, 

  Tel +62.31.5320748, Fax :+62.31.5482979
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